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HE Revolution in France, and the preſent con- 
vulſed ſtate of that kingdom, are events which; 

from their ſingularity and importance, have excited 
the aſtoniſhment, and attracted the attention of all 
Europe, What may be the iſſue of the preſent ſtrug- 
gle, time alone muſt determine: Preſent appearances, 
however, go far to ſupport a conjecture, that the re- 
volution begun in that kingdom will ultimately pre- 
vail, and the abſolute monarchical form of govern- 
ment, which obtained hitherto in theſe dominions, 
will be completely ſet aſide. ATE TY 
But it is not to France alone we are to look. Eu- 
de at large ſeems prepared as a theatre for the exhi- 
bidion of ſome great and important incidents; and, in 
every ſtate and kingdom of it, there are evident ap- 
pearances which forebode ſingular and momentous e- 


x 


vents. | 
The Spirit of Prophecy has long ſince failed; but 
Fthe events of the preſent-day have a ſtrong tendency 
to ſupport au opinion held by many men, not more 
conſpicous for their piety than their learning and abi- 
lities, that the prophetic breathings of theſe holy men, 
who, in the early ages of the world, ſpoke of events 
that were to come as if they were already paſt, do in 
many particulars allude to the preſent age. mae 
- . That eminent divine, Mr Robert Fleming, (ſon of 
the Rev. Mr Fleming, author of the Fulfilling of the. 
Scriptures) who, at the beginning of this century, pu- 
bliſhed, in London, his Diſcourſe on the Riſe and Fall 
of Papacy;- ranks himſelf with thoſe who ſubſcribe to 
this opinion. In that ſhort but valuable Treatiſe, he 
aſſigns the reaſons on which he grounds his conjec- 
tures, and, by exact calculations, and an accurate in- 


AS. Lerpretation 


© 6 
, terpretation of the original text, he adduces proof 

| | tantamount to mathematical preciſion, to eſtabliſh his 

: | aſſertion, that the King of France, abont the year 

= 1794, ſhall be reduced to a ſtate inferior to all the 

1 Kings of the earth, The preſent condition of that 
monarch ſeems to verify what our author has aſſerted, 

1 5 and hen we attend to the period at which be 
A —_—_ this treatiſe, in 170, and-obſcrve his prediction 
ſo licerally fulfitled, at the diſtance of near a century 
from the time at which it was foretold, the mind is 

overcome With aſtoniſhment, and loſt in amazement. 

- The magnitude. of the incidents, the extraordinary 
nature of the prediction, and its literal fulfilment, im- 
preſſed the mind of the Publiſher. with ſimilar ſenti - 
ments ; and, having conſulted with ſome gentlemen, 

- eminent-for their. piety and learning, it was conſidered 
| by them as highly deſerving public notice. For which 

8 purpoſe; the following ſele&ion from that diſcourſe has 

been made, which, at the ſame time that it conveys 
important inſtruction, will fill the mind with more 
powerful impreſſions of the truth and Ken of the 
Holy Scriptures oh ich 
It may not be improper hers to mention, that what 
is omined in this diſconrle is that part, only which is 
addreſſed to the Author's congregation in particular, 
and has no relation to the great object which induced 
the Publiſher to repriat the following ſheets, viz. To 
ſhow to the world the nice accuracy which the author 
diſplays in his calculation of the Prophecy in the Scrip- 
tures which relates to the ſingular and important Re- 
volution in France; and alſo, if poſlible, to impreſs 
upon the minds of men a higher reverence for the 
5 truths contained in the Holy Scriptures, and to con- 
vince them that the Lord ruleth among the nations: He 
gutteth down one, and ſetteth up another; and none 
can Wee * d or 255 mo . What doeſt thou ? 
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_  Risz and Farr or Paracr. 


FF we may believe hiſtorians, fays a learned man a, 
% Pope Julius was, in ſeven years, the occaſion 


of the ſlaughter of 200, ooo Chriſtians. The maſ- 
“ ſacre in France cut off ioo, co in three months. 


« P. Perionius avers, that in the perſeeution of the 
« Albigenſes and Waldenſes, 1, ooo, soo loſt their 
6% lives. From the beginning of the ſeſuits till 1 580, 
6“ that is, thirty or forty years, 900,000 periſhed, 
« faith Balduinus. The Duke of Alva, by the hang- 
«man, put 36, ooo to death. Vergerius affirms, that 
« the Inquiſtrion, in thirty years, deſtroyed 1 50,000. 


Jo all this 1 may add, the Triſh Rebellion, in which 


* Zoo, ooo were deſtroyed, as the Lord Orery re- 
&«& ports, in a paper printed in the reign of Charles 
& II.“ And how many have been deſtroyed in the 
late perſecutions in France and Piedmont, in the Pa- 
latinate and Hungary, none I believe can fully reckon 


up, befides thoſe that are or have been in the gallies, 


and that have fled. This is that idolatrous harlot, ſo 


glutted with the blood of the Saints, that a late author, 
in his Treatiſe of Convocations, ſets up as a pattern 


to 


2 Dr Moore in his Divine Dialogues, p. 161. See alſo his My- 
ſtery of Iniquity, lib. ii. chap. 15, 16, &. 
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to the Church of England; and that anather authof; 
in his book, entitled, The Caſe of the Regale and Pon- 
tificate, (to the ſcandal of the Church of England, for 
whom they pretend ſuch a zeal,) would ſo fain have 
us united unto, and repreſents, therefore, in ſuch fa- 
vourable colours. But, I hope, all true Proteſtants 
will caſily ſee the ſnake in the graſs. And ſurely, 
when we are in hazard of being betrayed within our- 
ſelves, we have ſufficient reaſon to awake out of our 
lethargic ſleep, that we may do what poſſibly we can 
to fave the nations we belong to from approaching de- 
ſolations; or, if that cannot be, that we may, at leaſt, 
ſave our own ſouls in the day of the Lord. For ſer- 
ing we are like to feel the effects of the new conjunc- 
tion of France and Spain, the election of a young po- 
litic Pope, and the apoſtacy of ſome Proteſtant Princes 
to the Romiſh intereſt, which, together with the im- 
pieties and ſcepticiſm of a great many within ourſelves, 
are, I am ſure, no good prognoſtics; have we not 
Juſt reaſon to prepare for remarkable Revolutions ?— 


While, therefore, I think of theſe things, I cannot 


forbear to give a vent to my thoughts on the great 
and dark head of futurity, in preſenting you with 
ſome conjectures in relation to our times, founded up- 
on Scripture Propheſy, as far as I underſtand it. 
Therefore, ſeeing this is the chief defign of this dif- 
courſe, which I have inſcribed to you“, I hope you will 
bear with me in giving you ſome brief account of the 
times we are fallen in, and what we may expect if we 
live much longer. Which I am the rather induced to 
do, becauſe we are juſt now entering upon a new 
age, from which we look back upon ſeveutecn centuries 
which have elapſed ſince our Bleſſed Redeemer came 
into the world; and may, therefore, be allowed to 
conjecture, with ſome juſt ground, perhaps of proba- 
bility, (for I do  induſtrioully avoid the fatal rock of 
poſitiveneſs, which ſo many apocalyptical men have 
eee . ſuſkered _ 


luis Diſcourſe was inſcribed to his own congregation. 


4 FA 
ſafſered themſelves to ſplit upon,) what part of the 
Revelation remains yet to be accompliſhed, 

But ſince I am to confine myſelf to a little compaſs 
here, as remembering I am writing no book properly, 
but an Epiſtolary Diſcourſe, prefatory to thoſe that 
follow, with which, therefore, it muſt keep fome pro 
portion ; 1 ſhall contenr myſelf in giving you a few 
hints towards the reſolution and improvement of that 
grand apocalyptical queſtion, When the reign of An- 
tichriſtianiſm or the Papacy began? 

There are two things, therefore, which lie before 
me to be conſidered at this time. 

I. I muſt fulfil my promiſe in giving you a new re- 
ſolution of the grand apocalyprical queſtion concerning 
the riſe of the Great Antichriſt; or Rome Papal: For, 
when we have done this, and fixed this era or epocha, 
we may, by an eaſy conſequence, ſee the time of the 


final fall and deſtruction of this dreadfol enemy. 


II. I muſt, in the next place, improve the reſolu- 


tion of this queſtion, both theoretically, as a key to 
unriddle the dark apocalyptical times and periods, and 
practically, in order both to the regulation of your 
thoughts and the government -of your lives, in ſome 
very weighty conſiderations deducible from thence. , 
The „r thing, therefore, which I have to do, is 
to attempt the reſolution of the principal apocalyprical 
queſtion concerning the Riſe of Antichriſtianiſm. 
Now, in order to anſwer this diſtinctly, which hath 
exerciſed and wearied out all apocalyptical writers hi- 
therto, there are ſome things I would premiſe, as ſo 
many pg/tulata, which generally all are agreed in, and 
which Mr Mede, Dr More, Mr Durbam, and Dr 
Creſſener, have irrefragably proved. 1, That the Re- 
velation contains the ſeries of all the remarkable e- 
vents and changes of the ſtate of the Chriſtian Church 
to the end of the world. 2. 'Vhat © myſtical 12 
or the great whore, deſcribed there, doth ſign 
| ne in an Antichriſtian Church ſtate. fy = 


chereſore, 


b See Rey. iv. 1. and x. 5, 6/7. © See Rey./xvii. 1, 5, 18. 


1421 
therefore, this cannot be Rome Pagan properly, but 
Rome Papal. 4. That the « ſeven. heads of the beaſt, 
or the {even Kings, are the ſeven forms of government 
which obtained ſucceſſively among the Romans: And 
ſceing the * ſixth of theſe was taat which was only in 
: (being in John's time, (the former five having fallen be- 
fore, that, therefore, conſequently, the ſeventh head, 
which, uader another conſideration, is called the 
cighth, (the intervenient kingdom of the Oftro-Goths 
being the ſeventh in number, though not properly 
Roman, and, therefore, ia that ſcnſe, none of the 
heads of the Roman government,) is the laſt ſpecies 
of government, and that which is called moſt peculi- 
* and by a ſpeciality, the Beaſt or Antichriſt. 
N heſe poſtulata being ſuppoſed: as certain, (Which 1 
oo reckon no difficult thing to prove, were it need- 
ful,) 1 muſt, in the next place, premiſe two prelimi- 
nary conſiderations, before I come directiy to anſwer 
| the queſtion 31{clf. 
be ff is this : That the three grand aporalynti. - 
cal numbers of 1260 days, forty-two months, and 
time, times and an half, are not only ſy 
but muſt be interpreted prophetically, ſo as J af 
be underſtood by days. or. þ 
That theſe three numbers are fncknanicl will ap- 
pear plain to any impartial conſiderer that will be at 
Pains to compare them, as we have them ſet down in 
1 this book of the Revelations, viz. the 1260 days, 
= chap. xi. 3! and chap. xii. 6.3 the forty-two months, 
| þ. chap. xi. 2. and chap. xiii. 5 3 and the time, times 
na ey chap. Xii. 14+ : For it is clear, that the 
.  Geniiles treading down the Holy City forty-rwo months, 
1 chap. xi. 2. is the cauſe of the withelſes propheſymg 
1 for 1260 days in ſackcloth, ver. 3. And is not the 
5 Woman or Churches being in the wilderneſs: for the 
fame term of days, chap. Xii. 6. any other than a no 
A _ _ repreſemation of the witneſſes -propheſying in ſack - 
| e ? Bog chis muſt be while the Beaſt ä 
| ped 


4 See Rer. x 10,3 a. nd 


1 


5 „ e 
. ped ind ſerved by the whole Roman world, during 
> men's lanacy of forty-rwo months continuance, chap. = 
t I xi. 5. And, therefore, ſeeing the Woman is ſaid to 
l be in the wilderneſs ſtate of deſolation and perſecution 
1 | for a time, and times, and half a rime, in order thus 
5 | to be preſerved from the Beaſt and Serpent, às we fee 


. ²˙ A ˙ 


; chap. xii. 14.; it is likewiſe plain, chat this number | | 
: of three years and an half muſt be the very fame with 5 | 
8 the two brwet numbers. Only, it is to be obferved 
4 by the way, har this period of time, when it is men- | 
- tioned in relation to the Church, is ſpoken of with re- | 
8 ſpect to the ſun, either as to his diĩurnal or annual ro- 
Þ tation : Whereas, when it is deferibed in relation to 
| the Beaſt's unſtable kingdom of "night and darkneſs; | 
1 it is made mention of with reſpect to the unconſtant | | 
. luminary, which changes its face continually, While it ö 
i- makes our months. And hence it is, that the Church 4 
F is repreſented, chap. xii. 1. under the emblem of 4 2 9 
; bom clothed with the ſun, and the moon under her 4 
d Now, as theſe numbers are ſynchronical, and the 
„ | fame; ſo it is eaſy to prove that they mult be under- j 
| ſtood prophetically for years.” I ſhall not inſiſt here ; 
I. upon the conjecture of A karbed man; that there | 
p- was no diurnal rotation of the earth before the fall, N 
at and conſequently no days of twenty-four hours, but | 
in only an annual rotation of this our planetary world; 1 
8, which he gives as the original reafon of the Scriptures "Fall 
„ putting days for r For whatever be in —— 
es this, it is plain that the Scripture ſpeaks thus in ſeve- ' 
he If ral places, by putting a leſſer number figuratively for 
5, à greater, as well as a definite one for an indefinite. 
ng Witneſs the appointment of the Week of Tears, Exod. 
be xxxiii. 10, 14. which is ſpoke fi of asif it were a week 
he of days, verſe 12, the ITT of which/is there: 
0 fore called Sabbatical, with reſpeck to the { yenth-day | 
k- Sabbath. In the ſame wa of ſpeming Teckel was | 
p- commanded to ſie three hundred and ninety days on his i 
ed 5 E271 420 Ly 3 b * 1 4 | 25 N _ 85 , left 
# Whiſton's Theory of the Earth, p. 8. 79. 81. See Hypoth. 3 1 
e ä | 


an halt; fuch as, e. g. the obtaining power over all 


| F 
left fide, and forty on-his right, each day for a year, as 
God himſclf ſays, chap. iv. 5, 6. So likewiſe God puniſh- 
ed the murmuring Iſraelites with forty ycars abode in the 


„ 


— 


Jeaſy ; for, if I can prove this, it will neceſſarily fol- 


* 


ow, that the other numbers muſt be ſo interpreted 


could happen during, the ſpace of three ſolar years and 


kindreds, tongues, aud nations; the world's wonder- 
ing at and ſubmitting unto the Beaſl's reign ; and the 
ſetting up an image to the Imperial Head, and cauſing 
it 10 pe worſhipped. inſtead. of the living Emperor's, 
Ge. And beides theſe things, eing the 1260 days 
ate the whole time of the Papal authority, which is 

not to be totally deſtroyed until the great and remark- 
able appearance of Chriſt, upon the pouring out of 
kl 0261418 67 8 q nd off fa NLF gu Rhe 


®, 


; [ 11 ] 


the ſeventh vial 4- and that, therefore, Chriſt will have 
the honour of deſtroying him finally himfelf, (though 
this iuiquity began to work even in the apoſtolical 
times; therefore, we may certainly conclude, that it 
muſt take up ſome centuries of years to carry on this 


abomination that maketh- deſolate. ' For though the 


Lord will gardually conſume or waſte this great ad- 
varſary by the Spirit of his mouth, yet he will not 
ſooner aboliſh him than by the appearing of his own 


preſence, 2 Theſſ. ii. 8. as - chuſe both to render 


and underſtand the words. Rb 

The ſecond preliminary conſideration is, That in or- 
der to underſtand the prophetical years aright, we muſt 
reduce them to Julian years, or ſuch as are in uſe with 
us now in Europe, 1 | LESS, 

Ihis is no idle-or chimerical inquiry; ſeeing the ig- 
norance of this has miſled all our great apocalyprical 
men hitherto in their calculaticus; and yet unleſs we 
are able to adjuſt the difference between prophetical 


and Julian years, we muſt {till reckon at a venture, 
without any certainty of the truth and exactneſs of our 


arithmatic. . Therefore, that we may anderſtand this 
difference, we are to remember, that the ancients were 
F-24632. e 99 far 


g The learned Dr Whitby. in his late Paraphraſe and Commentary 
upon the Epiſtles, does indeed advance a new notion, on this verſe and 
chapter, viz. that the Jewiſh Sanhedrim, government, and nation, is 
primarily and chiefly underftoud here by the Apoſtle, as the Man of 
Sin and Antichriſt, both upon the account of their oppoling themſelves 
to Chriſt and perſecuting of his tollowers, and upon the account alſo 
of their rebelling againſt the Romans. And he has ſaid ſo much for 
the proof of this, that it may be thought to contain a refutation of my 


interpretation of the place. But even upon the ſuppoſition that all that 


the Doctor ſays for his opinion ſhould be true, yer it will be found no 
way to invalidate what I :dvance here. For all that are acquainted 


with the Jewiſh and Apoſtolical writings know, that beſides a firſt - 
ſenſe to be obſerved in prophecies, there is frequently a tecond and re- 


moter one more tacitly inſinuated, as the principal deſign of the Spirit 
of God, I might ſhew this in inaumerable inſtances, eipecially in the 
antient propheſies that relate ro David, or ſome other perſon, in the 
herſt ſenſe or typical one, but in the Meſſiah ultimately and complete- 
ly. But I ſhall not inſiſt upon any thing of this kind n w. ſeeing fo 


— 


many hare don e it already ; and there is no need to do it here, ſeeing 


B 2 Dr 


— 


8 


tion of the Julian year. For the Julian and Gregori- 


3% are 


LLC c 360 in our ordinary years, we will find that the 1260 
A * K 8 1 6 « | 8 * days 


to whom theſe characters agree, as well as to her; and therefore 


«> ” 9 
, KOT 


than we have been ſince. And, indeed, ſuch is their 


s nally fulfilled in him, in the deſtruction of him by the Spirit of 


: + i 
far more rude aud indiſtinct in their calculation of time 


confuſion this way, that we are obliged to God's pro- 
vidence in giving us the exact compaſs of a propheti -· 
cal year, even in this book, by fixing the Huchroniſin 
of the three numbers ahove mentioned. For by theſe 
it is determined, that thu ty days make a month, and 
twelve of ſuch months a year. So that 1260 days being 
divided into three years and a half, (or time, and times, 
and an half, in the apocalyptical dialect,) 360 days mult 
make up a year, without the additional five days and 
odd hours and minutes that are added in the calcula- 


an months, conſiſting ſome of thirty and ſome of thir- 
ty · one days, (excepting February only, ) and the years 
conſequently of 365 days; there muſt needs be ſome 
conſiderable difference in the revolution of many cen- 
turies. Which difference appears ſtill greater, if we 
conſult the late curious aſtronomical calculations of 
Petavius, Tycho, Kepler, and others. But ſince their 
exactneſs hath only added five hours to every years, 
(together with ſome minutes, firits, ſeconds, &c. com- 
munibus annis, which they themſelves are not fully a- 
eed in,) I ſhall not be 10 nice upon this point as to 
ollow them in all their criticiſms this way. However, J 
ſince five hours additional to a year ariſe to an entire 
day_in the revolution of 163 years, it ovght not to be 
ſtop ether neglected. But paſſing cven theſe, and 
conſidering only the five days that are added to the 


De Whitby himſelf doth grant all I defire, when he ſays in his pre- 
face to this epiſtle, p. 383. But that I may not wholly differ = 
* my brethren in this matter, I grant theſe words may in a ſecondary 
« ſenſe,” (in which expreſſion J only differ from the Doctor, ſeeing 
J look upon it to be the principal ſenſe, becauſe it is the ſecond,) © be 
« attributed to the Papal Antichriſt, or Man of Sin, and may be ſig- 


« Chriſt's mouth, he being the ſucceſſor to the apoſtate Jewiſh Church, 


© in the annotations, I have ſtil] given a place to this interpretation 


ve ver, 
entire 
to be 
2, and 
oO the 
> 1260 


therefore 
Py 


1 * ⁰ 


days in the Revelation being reduced to years, are 


. eighteen years ſhort of Julian years in the prophe- 


tical reckoning, by reaſon of the additional days turn- 


ed into years in the ordinary accounts now, above the 
apocalyptical reckoning. To demonſtrate which, 1 


preſent you with the following ſcheme : 


| THE PROPHETICAL, YEAR, THE JULIAN YEAR. 
e a0: 8 
| 360 | 365 
. uf 720 ' 730 
bree 1080 e 
Half 180 183 
Three years? 
and a half, 5 1260 1458 
„ V 4 


Nov, if, according to this computation, we ſub. 


tract 1260 Apocalyptial years from 1278 Julian or Gre- 
gorian ones, (I call them ſo ore rotundo, overlooking 


the ſmaller meaſures of time) there remain eighteen 


years to be cut off. 
To apply this therefore to our deſign—If we may 


ſuppoſe that Antichriſt began his reign in the year 606, 


the additional 1260 years of his duration, were they 
Julian or ordinary years, would lead us down to the 


year 1866, as the laſt period of the ſeven-headed 


monſter. - But, ſeeing they are prophetical years only, 
we mult caſt away eighteen years, in order to brin 

them to the exact meaſure of time that the Spirit 
of God deſigns in this book. And thus the final pe- 


riod of Papal uſurpations (ſuppoſing that he did in- 


deed riſe in the year 666) muſt conclude wich the year 
1848. | | 5 | 


And now that I have hinted at the time of Anti- 


chriſt's riſe, as the concluſion of the preliminary con- 


ſiderations, I muſt proceed to prove this to be in one 
Tenſe the true æra of the Papal Beaſt's reign, And 


here 


I 


H 
here it is that I find myſelf extremely ſtraitened, in 
diſccurſing of fo great a ſubject in ſo narrow a com- 
paſs: All therefore that I can ſay here will amount to 
a few ſhort hints only, though perhaps no inconſider- 
able ones. | RISE: IT IMO Ie 

Seeing therefore, as I ſaid before in the fourth po- 
ſtulatum, it is plain from Rev. xvii. 10. that the Im- 
perial Government was the regnant head of the Ro- 

man Beaſt at the time of the viſion, we have only the 
tuo following heads to conſider, as to their riſe and 
duration. Let theſe things therefore be minded here. 

1. That the ſeventh head or king of Rome, (as I 
hinted before) whoſe character is, that he was im- 

\ mediately to ſuccred to the Imperial Government, and 
to continue but a ſhort ſpace, Rev. xvii. 10. that, I 
ſay, this government could be no other than that of 
the kingdom of the Oftro.Goths in Iraly. _ 

For, it is plain that the Imperial Dignity was extin- 
guiſhed in Italy, and in the weſtern parts of the em- 
pire, by Odoacer the King of the Heruli, who forced 

Auguſtulus, the laſt ſprig of an emperor, to abdicate, 
his throne and power, in the year 475, or 476 as o- 
thers ſay. And, though this Odoacer was ſoon de- 
ſtroyed by Theodorick, the kjng of the Oſtro Goths, 
yet the ſame form of regal government was continued 
by Iheodorick and his ſucceſſors. And though this 
kingdom continued for near cighty years, reckoning 
from Odoacer to | cias, yet the angel might puſtly call 
this a [bort time, for ſo it was, if compared either with 

the preceding Imperial, or ſucceeding Papal Govern- 
ment; which ſuggeſts a very ſtrong argument againſt 
ſome, who would make this ſeventh king to denote 
the Oriental Empire, which, as it began long before 
/ this time, ſo laſted many centuries afterwards, and 
was not totally extinct till Mahomet the Great's time, 
in the year 1453; and ſurcly this kingdom was ſuſſi- 

_ cient to conſtitute a new head of the Roman people, 
ſceing Rome and Italy was ſubjedted entirely to thoſe 
Gothiſh kings, and that they not ouly acted with the 
ſame authority that the emperors had uſcd before (ex- 
„ 1 Ws cepting 


\ 
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cepiing that they. abſtained from that title by a ſpecial 


providence, that they might not be confounded with 
that government) but were owned by the ſenate and 
people of Rome as their ſuperiors, yea by the empe- 
rors of the Eaſt alſo, as might eafily be proved from 
hiſtorians *, particularly Caſſiodorus i, who was chief 
miniſter of ſtate to two of thoſe kings. 
Whence it doth plainly appear, that this n 
of the Oſtro-Goths was the Seventh klead, that was 


to continue a ſhort time; and that therefore ir follows, _ 


1/2, That the change wrought by Conſtantine the 
Great, both as to the feat and religion of rhe en pire, 
could: not be looked upon as a new head, ſeeing the 
old government in all other refpe&s u as continued: 
and, 2d, Neither can any perſon juſtly ſuppoſe that the 
form of the government was altered, when the empire 
was divided into the eaſt and well, ſecing in all other 


reſpects alſo the imperial authority and rule was pre- 


ſ:rved :—Therefore, 3d, It follows alſo, that tie Papal 


Government was not regnant until the deſtrudtion of 


this Gothiſh kingdom in Italy; for there could not 
be two ſupreme: heads of Rome at the ſame time. 


Therefore, 2d/y, We may conclude, that the laſt 


head of the Beaſt, which is the Papal, did ariſe either 


immediately upon the cxtirpation 0 the Gothith king- 
dom, or ſome time after. But it could not riſe to its 


power immediately after, ſceing Juſtinian did by the 
conqueſt of Italy, revive the Imperial Government a- 
gain there, which by that means was healed after the 
deadly wound which the Heruli and the Goths had 


2 it. Thougb I confeſs Juſtinian's conqueſts of 


taly laid a — IE for the Pope's riſe, and paved 
the way for his advancement, both by the penal and 
en laws which be made en all thoſe that 


| . dilemted 
h See we ad 428 4772, 47 1 de Petav. Ration "Temp. 


Lib. VII. cap. 5. Bellarm. de Lratflar. Imp. Rom. Lib. I. cap. 9. 
&c. 
i In Lib, Variarum, Lib. I. Ep. 23, 31, Kc. Lib: with 7. Ep. 45> 


ke. Lib. III. Ep. 16, 18. Lib. VIII. Ep. 25 37 4, &c. 
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diſſented from the Romiſh Church, and by the conſu- 
ſions that followed upon Narſes his bringing in the 
Lombards. For, during the ſtruggles of them and 
the Exarchat, the Pope played his game fo, that the 
Emperor Phocas found it his intereſt to engage him to 
his party, by giving him the title of Supreme and U- 
niverſal Biſhop. : | = | : 


= 


) 
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Therefore, we may juſtly reckon, that the Papal 
head took- its firſt riſe from that remarkable year 606, 
when Phocas did in a manner devolve the government 
of the Welt upon him, by giving him tlie title of U- 
niverſal Biſhop; from which period if we date the 
1260 years, they lead us down (as I faid already) to 
the year 1866, which is 1848, according to prophe- 
tical calculation, Or, if a bare title of this ſort be 
not thought ſufficient to conſtitute the Pope head of 
the Beaſt, we may reckon this two years later, viz. 
from the year 608, when Boniface the 4th did firſt 
publicly authorize idolatry, by dedicating the Pan- 
2 to the worſhip of the Virgin Mary and all the 
aints . os 
Now, it is very remarkable, that, in the year 666, 
Pope Vitalian did firſt ordain, that all public worſhip 
mould bein Latin; and therefore, however the notion 

of Irenæus has been of late ridiculed, who obſerved, 
that the characteriſtical number of the Beaſt, viz. 666, 
anſwering to the number of a man's name, was to be 
found in the word Aare from whence he conclu- 
ded that he was to be a Roman; I cannot but think 

there is ſomething remarkable in this (even though 
the numerical letters of other words ſhould jump with 
this number alſo) not ſo much becauſe of the antiqui- 
ty of the notion, as upon the account of the reaſon 
he ſuggeſts to us for this, when he rays, that though 

he grants that other names (as that of {varla;) may be 
ſo rednered, yet he fixes upon this, becauſe the! La- 


k b. Ne Lib Ne go 


Ir ought to be obſeryed here, that not only the Greek word, — 
; * ; f x ey 


ed | 


1 1 


tin monarchy i is the laſt of all, and therefore the Beaſt 
muſt relate to this or none; wherein I ſuppoſe! he al- 


ludes to Daniel's account of the four monarchies, 


chap. ii. and vii. And indeed, the /ittle bonn that aroſe 


out of the head of ilie fourth Beaſt, chap. vii. 8. 
ſeems not unfitly to repreſent not only Antiochus Epi- 
phanes, but the Papal Amichriſt, whole type he may 
therefore be ſuppoſed to be: For, as he ſupplanted 


three kings, in alluſion to which that little horn is ſaid 
to have plucked up three horns before it by the roots; 
ſo did the Papal government riſe alſo upon the ruins 


of the Exarchat, the 5 and the er of 
the Emperors in Italy. 

I believe this n SUBE. Antichriſt's Os will not be 
very acceptable to ſome; : whoſe: zeal for the Pope's: 
downfal has made them entertain hope of living to ſee 
that remarkable time; which has made them invent 
plauſible ſchemes to prove that this great enemy was 
. in bis * . long: before che year "Borg 
191 | 3+ a Go 
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ee Hebrew, 1 the 2 ap 666.1 in the . l 
herepf, whether we make uſe of TMWDRY) Romana, ſcil. Sede, pr 
9150 N vel Tauinu, as wall appear from the, following 
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And hind Beltarmia objects, 33 mould be Waben by 
fingle iota and not by ei, he is exceedingly miſtaken: For, not only 
renæus renders the word thus, but all the Greeks do the ſame, as is 
lain in innumerable iaſtances, ſuch as in the names  Avroveos 
46, erbe, Which the Rochans . Antoninus, Sabinur. Nay, | 
e ancient —— ſpaks the ſame way as the Greeks, as is plain in 


lautus and the re of Eunius, with whom nothing is more 
dmmon than * 
teinei for latin, de 


r guir, preimus for primus, capteivei for captivi, 


| 
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But, if a man will t trace truth impartially, he will have 
reaſon to think, that the riſe of this — 
not be before that time. Nay, I muſt tell you, cliat 


Ido not reckon the full rife of the Pope to the bead- 
ſhip of the Empire till a later date ſtill. For tho the 


Pope got the title of Univerſal Biſhop at that time, yet 
he was afterwards for a long time ſubject, in temporal 
concerns, to the Emperors. And, therefore, I can» 
not reckon him to hate been; in a proper and full 
ſenſe, head of — until he was ſo iu à ſecular as 
well as eccleſiaſtical ſenſe. And this was not until 
the days of Pipin, by whoſe conſent he was made à ſe · 


cular prince, and a great part of Itahj givem to him as 


Peter's patrimony. 80, that as Bonitace III. and his 


ſucceſſors, by aſſuming che title of Univerſal Biſſrop, 
was the forerunner of Antichriſt, as Gregory the 


Great propheſied he would be, who ſhould be known 


in the world by that proud title : 80, likewiſe,” we 
way "conclude; that Antichriſt was. indeed come, when 


Paul I. became a temporal prince alſo. Phocas, there- 
fore, did only proclaim the Pope to be the laſt head of 
Rome, in the apocalyptical ſenſe; but ir was Pipin 
who gave him the ſolemn inveſtiture, and ſcated him 
or! His throne which n did afterwards con- 

firm to him. 


Now, as near as I can trace che time of this dona- 


tion of Pipin, it was in or about the year 758, about 


the time that Pope Paul I. began to build the Church 


of St Peter and St Paul. Now, if we make this the 
' era of the Papal kingdom, the 1260 years will not run 


out before the Neue” 2018, according to the computa- 
tion of Jalian years : but reducing theſe to prophetical 


ones, the'expiration of the Papal kingdom ends ex- 


actly in the year 2000, according to our vulgar reckon- 
geſted above be true, that An- 
rift half not be finally deſtroyed until the coming 

of Chriſt, then may this calculation be looked upon to 

be very conſiderable. For it has been a very ancient 
opinion, that the world would laſt only 6000- years; 
that, according to the old traditional pro br be 2 = 
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\ bovſe of Elias, the world ſhould ſtand as many mille- 
naries as it was made in days; and that therefore as 
there were 2000 years from the creation to Abraham, 
without a Written directory of religion, and 2000 from 
.thence to Chriſt, under the old economy of the law, 
ſo there would he 2000 years more under the Meſſiah. 
80, that after the militant ſtate of the Chriſtian 
Church has run out in the year 2000, it is to en- 
ter upon that glorious ſabbatical millenary, when 
the ſaints {hall reign on the earth, in a peaceable man- 


ner, for 1 oo years more. 


After the expiration of 


Which, Satan ſhall be let looſe, to play a new game, 
and men ſhall begin to-apoſtatize almoſt univerſally 
from the truth, gathering themſelves together, under 


the character of Gog and Magog, from the four cor- 


ners or parts of the world, until they have reduced 
the Church to a ſmall compaſs. But when they have 
brought the ſaints to the laſt extremity, Chriſt him- 
ſelf will appear in his glory, and deſfroy his enemies 
with fire from heaven, Rev. xx. 9. 
the great conflagration, 2 Pet. iii. 10. &c. Which is 
followed with the reſurrection, and Chriſt's calling 
men before him into judgment. And, perhaps, the 
time of this judgment will take up the greateſt part, or 
the whole: of another millenary of years: That as 
there were 4000 years from the creation to his firſt 
coming, there may be four from thence to his tri- 
umphant entry into Heaven with all his ſaints. For 
though the Scriptures call this time a day, yet we know 
what Peter ſays, That a thouſand years and a day 
are the ſame thing in divine reckdnipg *. But that 
all men that ever lived ſhould be publicly judged in a 
day, or year, or century, ſo as to have all their life 
and actions tried and ſearched. into, is to me, 1 confeſs, 
inconc eivable; not, indeed, in relation to God, but 
in relation to men and angels, who muſt be convinced 


Judge. 2 91h el . iet. 
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But to return, I cannor forbear to take notice of 
one thing here: That the year 758 was the year 666 
from tlie perſecution of Domitian, when John was in 
Patmos, and wrote this book, (as Tertullian, Ireneus, 
. Ofigen, Euſebius, Jerom, and all the ancients, except- 
ing Epiphanius, tell us;) which, though” ſome ſay, 
was A. G. 95, was moſt probabiy in or about the 

year 9, the perſecution of Domitian having b 
two years before. So that here we have another cha- 
radteriſtical mark of the number of the Beaſt. 

And now, IJ hope, T have ſaid enough of the future 
part of time, as to thę general idea which F think the 
Revelation gives of it. But I muſt proceed one 
further with you, and conſider under what revolution 

of time we are at preſent; that we may Hanes ſce what 
we are to expect, and how we are to act. 

| So that here I find myſelf inſenſibly ada off from 
any further direct proſecution of the queſtion propoſed 
by way of anſwer thertunto. And 

Therefore, II. I proceed to improve what 1 have 
ſaid as to this quien, both eee and practi- 
cally. 

And bes, I all advance ſomething here, as a theo, 
retical improvement of what I have ſaid upon the for- 

if mer bead. For, by this key, we may attain, in a 
1 eat meaſure, to unlock the dark apocalyptical pe- 

5 ods and times: thoſe, I mean, that relate to the con- 
| tinuance of the Papal power, both as 40. his gra- 

; | dual growth and increaſe firſt, and his decay afcer-. 
[it wards, until his laſt and final deſtruction. And, in 
Wi relation to theſe, the fas week Ades che apocalyple 

8. moſt be underſtood, / 

Now, in order to this performance, I * 8 premiſe 
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this one thing, viz. That the ſeven Seals, Trumpets, 
| and Vials, (in which is contained the order and ſeries: 
| of the hole apocalyptical propheſy, and to the expli- 
| cation and illuſtration of whict-all'the other particular! | 
| viſions are ſubſervient,) that, I ſay, theſe are joined; to- 
1 gether by the link of the ſeyenth Seal and ſeventh. 
| | K [rumpet; fo as the ſeventh Seal doth as it were uo: 
1 : N 902 
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of pits or iticlade the ſeven Trumpets, and the ſeventh 
Tr ns 


66 i. rumpet the ſeven Vials in the ſame manner. ' 
in This I ſhould reckon no difficult thing to demon- 
us, ſtrate, but that it wouſd be too long to inſiſt upon it in 
Pt- this place. And ſeeing Mr Durham has done it in a 
ay, great meaſure already, I paſs it now the more eafily. 
the G let me deſire you to conſider, that it was not 
run until after the opening of the ſeventh Seal that John 
ha- ſaw the angles with the ſeven Trumpets, chap. viii. 
1 15 2. au u it was after the ſounding of the ſe - 
ure venth Trumpet alſo, that he tells us, he ſaw . 
the ongerier A Adi Favun;er, another ſign great and wonder- 
ſtep ful, chap. xv. 1.4 which was the viſion of the Vials. 
tion So that I wonder that Mr Mede, Dr More, and almoſt 
at all others, have ſuffered themſelves to be confounded 
N in their interpretations, by reaſon of their not obſer- 
rom ving this, and conſequently by jambling ſome of the 
fed Trumpets with the Seals, and moſt of the Vials with 


| the Trumpets. NONE Ihe] e 
Ive Now, this — e will find the ſeries of 


aCti- time run in the following order, according to this 
i threefold Ang of Periods, which do inſenſibly 
heo- run out one into the other. 1 ; | 
for- The Firſt ſeptenary of Seals relates to the Chriſtian 
in a ' Church during the ſtate of the Roman Empire. And 
pe- theſe do accordingly run in this order. | 
con- The Firſt Seal exhibits the ſtate of the Church under 
gra- the conduct of a glorious Rider on a white horſe, ha- 
iter ving a bow in his hand, and a crown given unto him, 
J, in who went out conquering and to conquer,“ chap. vi. 
lypſe 2. Under which emblem Chriſt himſelf is repre- 
t Us ſented, going forth upon his conqueſts over Jews and 
emiſe Gentiles: And as this relates to Chriſt's firſt victory 
pets, over hid enemies, after his commiſſion to his diſciples 
ſeries ||| ro preach the Gofpel to all nations, Mat. xxvili. 18, 19, 
-xpli- 20. and'the pouring down of his Spirit for this end on 


cular' | the day of Pentecoſt, Acts ii. So the fall completion of 
d to- it is not until the end of time. For, after all other 
renth I horſemen and enemies of the Church have done their 

pro- f utmoſt againſt'Chriſt and his people, we find this horſe- 
duce. UNE?! 15 ' ; E man 
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man leading them all; in. triumph as his captives, aud 
proceeding in his conqueſts to make a full and final 
end of them. For which, {cc chap. xix 11, 12, &c. 
So that this Seal begins with Xn. 33 or 34, and does 
not end until the FR: time, as to its full completiqn. 
But it we xeckon it on 12 in relation to che begin 

of the next Seal, (Chriſt's conqueſts being {tr pd 
as to the outward view of men, ** pL follows,) = 


LS ſhall ſee that immediately 


The. Second Seal; chap. vi. 2» do under ihe as em- 


5 blem of a Rider upon a red horſe (who had a great 
ſword given him in order to take peace from the earth, 


and to engage men in wars,) repreſents. the ſtate of the 
empire from the time that Nero made war on the Jews, 


An. 66, and ſo contains the civil wars of Galba, O N 


tho, and Vitellius, when men did ſo remarkably ki 

one another, and the wars of Veſpaſian and Titus a. 
gainſt the Jews, completed afterwards by the terrible 
deſtruction of that nation under Hadrian; together 


with his other wars, and the 288 perſecutions 
of Domitian and Trajan, and t 


conqueſts of this laſt 
prince. 80 that as this begins with An. 66, it ends 
with Hadrian's wars, An. 1 342 or with his life, An, 

138. 
The Third Seal, _ chap. vi. 5, 6. begins, theres f 
fore, with An. 138; where, under the hieroglyphic 


of a Rider on a black horſe, with a pair of ballances 


in his hand, to weigh and meaſure all things exactly, 
is ſet forth the excellent reigns of the admirable An- 
tonines, Pius, and Philoſophus: And, therefore, this 
Seal runs out in the year 180. 
The Fourth: Seal, chap. vi. wh 8. repreſents the 
the rider changed 
from a grave and awful judge to a murderer, ſo as to 
be called Death, by OO of his throwing, ſo many 
into Hades, or the future ſtate, by immature deaths; 
where we have a very remarkable account of the ſtate 


of the Roman Empire after the deceaſe of the braye 


Antoninus Philoſophus, under the barbarities of Com · 
ae the ſhort-lived reigns of Berna and, Didius 


Julianus, 


| Jukanue, bnt eſpcelally under the!ſevere and bloody 
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Septimius Severus, in his wars againſt Perſcennius-Ni- 
gerius, Albinus, and others, and under his ſon Cara- 
calla; and afterwards under Macriaus, Heliogabuſus, 
(the reign of the excellent Alexander Severus being 


bur a ſhort breathing to the Empire and the Chriſti- 


aus,) Maximinus and his ſon Pupienus, Balbinus and 
Gordiadus, and Philippus and his ſon; with whoſe 
death I thinks this Seal runs out in the year 250 And 
with the death of theſe, Philippi, who favoured Chri- 
ſtianity, the. four evangelical living creatures (which 
our tranſlation renders Begſis moſt unaccountably) 


_ ceale to ſpeak openly. W «145 


- The Fifth Seal, therefore, diſcovers the ſtate of the 


_ Chriſtian Church to be exceedingly languiſhing and 


melancholy, as if the ſaints were all ſlain, praying 
and crying. for vengeance againſt their perſecutors, 
while they are repfeſented as lying under the altar, 
chap, vi. 9, 1001 1% So that this period begins with De- 
cius, the firſt univerſal perſecutor of Chriftians, (for all 
the formeriperſecutious under Nero, Domitian, Tra- 
jan, and the” Antonines, - were bat provincial ones, 
and that of Maximinus againſt the miniſters only,) 
who began his reign and perſecution together, in the 
year '250, and was ſeconded in it by Valerian, for 


the ſhort reigns of Trebonianus Gallus and Emilianus 
hardly deſerve to be taken notice of in this caſe.— 


Now, the ſouls” of the martyrs are deſired to reſt pa- 
tiently, until the confuſed reign of Galienus ſhould 
run out, and the thirty tyrants that roſe in his time 
ſhould be cut off, together with the ſhort-lived Clau- 
dias Gothicus; ſeeing, after that little interval, their 


brethren were alſo to ſuffer ſtill further under Rome 


Pagan, viz. under Aurclian, and” afterwards (when 
the ſhort reigns of Tacitus, Probus, Carus, and Ca- 
rinus ſhould be over) under the cruel perſecution rai- 
ſed againſt them by Diocleſian and Maximianus elder 


and younger, together with Severus and Maximinus. 


So that this Seal ends with the concluſion of this laſt 
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perſecution begun by-Diacleſian, and @ capires A, c. 9 


306 eee i ure 

* Sixth Seal, :chap. vi. 12, 13.14 1 5, 065 my 
gives us an account of God's gracious anſwer at length 
to the prayer of the lain witneſſes, in the deſtruction 
of Rome Pagan, after. their cup was made full by the 
laſt cruel perſecution. And this is deſcribed as if hea- 
ven and earth were come to an end: For ſo he Pro- 
phets uſe to repreſent: the ruin of kingdoms and mo- 
narehies, as we ſee, among other places, in Jer. chap. 
iv. 24.; Iſaiah, chap. xiii. 10, and chap. Xxiv. 21 
23.3 aud, Joel, chap. ii. 10. S0 that chis Seal con- 


tains the great and terrible wars of Conſtantine the 
Great againſt all thoſe laſt tyrants, from che year 306, 
to che death: of thay; Pagan eee Au. | 
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The: Seventh Sealy thonefare,. chap viii. 16 repre-: a 


ſents the ſhort breathing of the Church, and peace of 


the Chriſtians under Conſtantine, from the year 313. 


when he firſt publiſhed an edict in their favour; and, 
particularly, from the death of Licinius, An. 324, to 
his own. deceaſe in the year 337, immediateſy ei 
which the ſcene alters; and then beginns 
The Second Septenary of Trumpets, giving · us an a0 
count of the ſtate of: the Church in relation to the 
gradual growth and enercaſe of her Antichriſtian'enes 
mies, though in a way alſo of judgment upon them; 
which I. repreſent to vou in We 9 74 . and 
order. } Y 
The Frft Trumpet, {hes vüi. 7. bean ene — 
Conſtantine's death, in the wars between his eldeſt and 
oungeſt ſon, or at the death of the firſt in battle, and 


of the laſt hy che uſurpation of, Magnentius, which was 


a kind of mixt ſtorm of hail, fire, and blood. The 
continuance of it was in the perſecutions againſt the 
Orthodox by Conſtantius and Valens, with the inter- 
vention of that againſt all Chriſtians by Julian the a- 


poſtate. Aud the concluſion of it ſeems to be the uſur⸗- 
pation of Maximus upon the death of Gratianus, and 
afterwards the death of Valentinian II. and finally the 
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wars and death of Theodoſius. 80 that. it began vin 
the year 339, and ended, ann. 393. 

The Second Trumpet, chap. viii. 8, 9. repreſents a 
great Kingdom, under the emblem of a mountain (ſee 


Jer. li. 28.) burning with fire, (i. e. in a eruel and 


fierce manner,) and thrown into the midſt of the 
palitic or empire of Rome, repreſented by the e, 
ſee chap. xviii. 15. 3) by which the third part of it 


became blood. By which we are unqueſtionably to 


underſtand the irruption of the barbarous nations of 


the Vandals and Goths into the Roman dominions. 


This began about the death of Theodoſius, and made 
a formidable progreſs, ann. 405, in the days of Arca- 
dius and Honorius, by Radagiſus, and aſterwards A- 
laricus, who took Rome, ann. 410. And it was con- 
tinued during the inroads of Athaulphus the Goth, 
who pillaged the great city, ann. 414, and of Genſe- 
ricus the Vandal, and of Attila the Hun into Italy, 
and other Roman provinces, which they and others 
about that time waſted wean in the 2067 4553 and 
afterwards to the year. 476. 

The Third Trumpet, ohaps* viii. 10, 11. doth plains 
Iy repreſent the deſtruction of the Weſtern Empire, 


Iby a ſtar falling from the heaven of its glory as a 


burning lamp: For, after it had ſtruggled with its fa- 
tal deſtiny, under the obſcute Cæſars, Avitus, Majo- 
ranus, Severus, &c. it did at length expire with Au- 
guſtulus, ann. 475 or 476. This ſtar was called 
Worm wood, becauſe of the bitter troubles this brought 
upon the empire. For the Oſtro-Goths planted them- 
ſelves in Italy, and reigned as arbitrarily as the em- 
perors had ever done. 80 that this period began with 


the kingdom of the Oſtro- Goths, aun. 476, 220 ends 


ed with it, ann. 553. 

The Fourth: Trumpet, chap. vill. 12. brings yet far- 
ther deſolations on Rome, by darkening its ſplendour 
and glory, repreſented by the eelipſing of .the fun for 
a third part of it, and the moon and ſtars alſo in a like 


manner. By which we are to underſtand, no doubt, 


the decay of the Imperial power and authority in the 
D welt; 
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welt, by the Lombards and the Exarchat afterwards; 
So that this Trumpet laſted from the year 568 to the 
year 758, when Pipin made the Pope in a manner 
king of Rome, (who, in requital of his kindneſs, gave 
his ſon Charlemain rhe empty title of Emperor of 
Rome, making thus the ſucceeding weſtern Empire 


an image of the ancient one, Rev. xiii. 14, 15. ;) by 


which both the power of the Lombards, of the Exar- 
chat, and the emperors, did as it were terminate in 
him. And as the Exarchat ended ann. 752, ſo the 


Loinbards were totally expelled Italy a little aſter, viz. 


in the year 773. „nne ds | | 
No follows a therefo/d Woe, which makes up the ſub- 
ject of the three following Trumpets, which are, therefore 
called the-Woe-Trumpets, becauſe of the remarkableneſs 
of theſe judgments above the former.— ILherefore, 
The Fifth Trumpet, chap. ix. 1, 2, 3, 4, Fo 6, 7, 8, 
9, To, 11. brings forth the i Moe. The deſcription: 
of which is long, and the ſigures many; ſo that I can- 
not be ſuppoſed to ſay much on fo large a head here. 
Let a ſhort account ſatisfy you. In the firſt place, 
therefore, we are to underſtand, that no other than 
the Biſhop of Rome can be meant by the ſtar that fell 
from heaven. For this is the ſymbol of the Goſpel- 
miniſtry, chap. i. 20. and agrees not therefore with 
Mahomet. Neither can the place this ſtar fell from, 


viz. heaven, which. denotes the glorious and holy 


ſtate of the Church, agree to any other than one that 
apoſtatizeth from the ſervice of Chriſt to the ſervice of 
the world and Satan“. So that as ancient Babylon is 
faid to fall from the heaven of temporal glory, as Lu- 
cifer, or the morning ſtar of the nations, ſo is the Bi- 


ſhop of Rome ſaid to fall from the ſpiritual heaven ot 


his primative glory and purity; being degenerated 
from the firſt angel of light in the Church, to be the 
firſt angel of darkneſs; and becoming thus the prince 
of incarnate devils, the key of the bottomleſs pit, 
which he and his followers boaſt of as the keys of St 
Peter, being put into his hand by the old ſerpent, for 
| * 2 carrying 
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carrying on the black deſigns of hell. 2d. The dark 
pitchy ſmoke that came out of the pit, upon his open- 
ing it, was certainly deſigned to ſignify the ignorance 
that did then prevail in the world, and the groſs and 
borrid errors that were ſpread abroad and vended for 
divine truths by the ſottiſh monks-that then ſwarmed 
abroad under various names and leaders, and particu- 
Jarly the idolatry that then began to prevail univerſal. 
1y in the world. Por about that time, though ſeveral 


' .of the Greek emperors did ſtifly oppoſe image worſhip, 


yet the Popes did at length prevail, though multitudes 
on both ſides loſt their lives in this quarrel. 3d. The 
Jocuſts that came out of this ſmoke were the Saracens 
that followed Mahomet, who compiled the model of 
his religion, by the help of Jews and Chriſtian here- 
tics, eſpecially of Sergius, a Neſtorian monk, whom 
the Arabian and Turkiſh writers call Bahirab. Theſe 
Arabian locuſts, (whoſe hegyra or ara is dated from 

Mahomet's flight from Mecca, A. D. 622, a little 


after the Pope got the title of Univerſal Biſhop, A: - 


D. 606,) did in a little time ſo increaſe, that they 
.conquered or over-run a great many countries in a 
very little time. For they overflowed- Perſia, Syria, 
Egypt, Paleſtine, and other places, about the year 729. 
They extended their arms into India, A. D. 643, and 
into Spain, A. D. 711. and ravaged ſeveral parts of 
France from A. D. 721 to the year 726, till they were 
routed at length with a great ſlaughter by Charles 
Martel about the ycar 728. However, they continued 


after that to be a ſcourge to the Chriſtians, eſpecially 


under the reign of the Great Almanzor, until about the 
year 772, when? the Vurks began to grow famous. 
So that the five months or 150 years, wherein they 
tormented the Chriſtians, (though they had no power 
40 deſtray their empire,) was from 622 to 772, But 


we muſt not imagine that theſe five months of years 


are the period of this Trumpet. For this mult be rec- 
. 1 koned 


un See Dr Prideaux's Life of Mahomet, p. 45, 46, 47, 48. 


o See the Authors of the Turkiſh Hiſtory, put out by Conradus 
Claſerus, * | 
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kane from 758 to A. D. 1067, or thereabouts, wien 
ngrolipix the Turk put an end to the Saracen em- 

pire by conquering the Caliph of Perſia. Now, there- 
— in the fourth place, (to paſs by the other things 
obſervable in this Saracen Woe· Trumpet, ) let it be con- 
ſidered, that as the apoſtate biſhop of Rome is called 
the angel or meſſenger of the bottomleſs pit, ſo Ma- 
homet the king and prophet of theſe Saracen locuſts 
is called Abaddon or Apollyon, v. 11. i. e. dH, yer, 
as carrying on his religion by ſword and violence: 
from whence his locuſt- followers are ſaid, v. 10. to 
have ſtings like ſcorpions, by which they poiſoned the 
ſouls of men, if they did at all ſpare their bodies; for 
they were in other reſpects ſwift and ſtrong as horſes, 
and had faces like men in their reaſoning as well as 
fighting for their ſuperſtition, adorned with hair like 
women; appearing ſoft and inſinuating at the firſt view, 
though armed with lions teeth, as being fierce and cruel, 
By reaſon of which qualifications they got many vic- 
tories, and are ans! repreſented as crowned with 
crowns of gold, v. 7, 8, 9. But upon the whole mat- 
ter, this Trumpet, as it ſuppoſes the riſe of the Sara- 
cen empire, from the æra of the Hegyra 622; and 
the begun riſe of the Pope from the year 606 to 608. 
So after five-months or 1 50 years, i. e. to the year | 
772, the Saracen preparations continued, and the Pa- 
pal from 606 or 608 to 756 or 758. 80 that the du- 
ration of this begins with A. D. 758, and expires, 'in 
relation to that part of it that concerns the Saracens, 
about the year 1060. But in as far as it relates to the 
Popoſh Antichriſtian party, it is continued down through 
the next Trumpet and. the laſt both. But ſecing the 
Saracens are brought in here as a ſcourge to the wor- 
ſmippers of the Beaſt, the Turks ſucceeding them in 
this work, therefore the Trumpet is denominated from 
this viſible ſcene of affairs, 'and we muſt accordingly 
ſuppoſe that it ends with them. 

The Sixth Trumpet, therefore, which is called the Se- 
cond Woe, brings i in the Turks vpon the ſtage of the Re- 
man empire; who are repreſented as four angels or 

meſſengers 


Bf horſes are ſaid to be like lions for fierceneſs. 
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meſſengers "of judgment, chap. xiii. 13, 14, 15, Ke. 
which were bound on the other fide of the river Euph- 
rates for a time; but are now let looſe to paſs that ri- 
ver and make their inrodes into the Roman empire, 
and to erect themſelyes into a monarchy upon the ruins 
of it. Now they are called four angels, becauſe they 
were then divided into four ſultanies or principalities, 
as their ambaffadors told the Emperor Juſtin in the year 
570, as is related by one of the Byzantine hiſtorians, 
and taken notice of by all ? writers on this head. For 
at their remarkable paſſing the river Fuphrates, they 
were under the command of Solyman Shahum and his 
three ſons; and when he was drowned in the paſſage, 
they brought themſelves under four other captains, viz, 
Otrogules and his three ſons ; of whom one was the 
famous Ottoman, who a little aſter laid the foundations 
of that great empire, over which his family keeps the 
ſceptre to this day. They are deſcribed as horſemen, 
for ſo they generally were, fighting on horſeback for 
the fföſt part, of which the horſes tail is ſtill a monu- 
ment, being uſed as their chief enſign of honour and 
command. Their number was prodigious, and might 
be at that time perhaps exactly two hundred thouſand 


| thoufand, as it ſeems to be here aſſerted]; for they ſel- 


dom ſent out an army of fewer than a thouſand thou- 
ſand fighting men at once. Their poliſhed breaſt- plates 
repreſented fire, when ſhone upon by the ſun ; and their 
And ſee- 
ing fire arms began then to be uſed in war, (of which 
they had great ſtore, together with cannon of prodi- 
gious bigneſs, which did facilitate their taking of cities, 
and particularly Conſtantinople,) their ſhooting theſe 
n horſeback is repreſented as if the fire and ſmoke and 
brimſtone had come out of their horſes mouths, their 
pieces being diſcharged-over their heads. With theſe 
hey killed the bodies of men, and with their tails, 
hich had heads alſo, they killed the ſouls of thoſe poor 
reatures that were ſtung with their poiſonous doc- 

1 trines; 


P See Pocock's Supplem. ad Abul-phar. p. 106. 108. and Leun- 
ww. Hilt, p. 86. 
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trines ;z. in ſo much, that the hiv part of men, i. c. the 
third part of the antient Roman empire, (viz. that part 
which fell to Conſtantinus, when. Conſtantine. divided 
the whole among his three, ſons,) was deſtroyed and 
conquered by them. Now if we enquire into the time 
of this Trumpet, we have an exact calculation given 
of it. For they are ſaid to be prepared for an hour, 
and a day, and a month, and a year : An hour being 
ever uſed indefinitely in this book for a ſcaſon or pe- 
riod of time, we are accordingly to take it here. But 
days, years, and months being uſed definitely always, 
we muſt likewiſe i interpret them ſo here alſo, So that 
the ſenſe of the place is, that the Turks were looſed 
from Euphrates, as being prepared inſtruments in the 
hand of God far the ruin of the Grecian empire for 
a certain hour or ſeaſon ; even for a day, and a month, 
and a year. For in chat period of time they cieſtroy- 
ed the Eaſtern empire. For a prophetical year being 
360, and a month 30; theſe, with the addition of 
one more, make up the period of 391 years. Now we 
took notice before, that in or about the year 1067, 
i. e. 1062 of prophetical reckoning, Tangrolipix erec- 
ted the Turkiſh Empire upon the ruins. of that of the 
Saracens. From thence, therefore, if we compute 
the 301 years, we are led down to the year 1458, ac- 
cording to our ordinary computation ; but according 
10 prophetical reckoning, to the remarkable year 1453, 
when Mahomet the Great took Conſtantinople, and ſo 
erected his own empire upon the ruins. of the Grecian. 
For as it is very remarkable that John does not make 
the period of 391 years to be the whole duration of 
the Turkiſh empire, but only its prepartion for. atter- 
action from its firſt riſe to its higheſt exaltation; foff 
we ſee how exactly this is fulſilled in the event; which 
therefore, I hope, is no uncditying ſpeculation. _ 
Now, ſeeing there is a remarkable ſtop, and void 
as it is between the end of the Sixth Trumpet and the 
beginning of the Seventh, which is filled up with the 
account of the ſaying of the witneſſes in chap. xi. 1 de 
rr conceive, that whatever particular ſlaughten 
0 
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of the ſaints were before or may be afterwards, the 
great ſlaughter muſt have been during that interval of 
time; for this could not be during the height of the 


two former woes upon Antichriſt and his followers. 


And much leſs can it be ſuppoſed to be after the ſound 
of the ſeventh Lrumpet, and while God's laſt plagues 
upon the Beaſt are pouring out. I do therefore rec- 
kon, that the witneſſes who propheſied in fackclotts 
from the beginning of Papal ſuperſtitions, were the ho- 
neſt Piemontois, Albigenfes, and Waldenſes; who were 


Lain at length, after they had ſtood the ſhock of all 


former attacks, particularly that of Simon Monfors 
with his 500,000: Croiſſades, whom Innocent the III. 
diverted from the Saracen war, in order to extirpate 
chat good people, about the year 1200. Now the flay- 
ing Rabel Ange, began in the year 1416, When 
John Huſs, and after wards Jerom of Prague were burnt, 
but came not tu its height until the Bohemian Caxal- 


tines complied with the Council of Baſil, A. D. 1434, 


after which the faithful 'Taborftes were totally ruined, 
as well as their brethren in Piedmont, France; &c. 
which happened about the year 1492. For they being 
deſtroyed, the Calixtines were no better than the dead 
carcaſes (as they are called, v. 8.) or corps of the 
former living witneſſes, aver which the Popiſh party 


did triumph; for. they looked upon them as ſtanding 


trophies of their victory, and therefore did not think 
tit to kill them further, or bury them out of their ſight. 


For it is faid, v. 7, 8. that after they bad finiſhed 


their teſtimony; the Beaſt did make war upon them,“ 

aa Arens, aufeg xas T4 nlwpars , & C. “ he killed 
„ them, and their corps alſo,” (for the additional 
words in our verſion, /hail ly, are not in the original, 
and do but mar the ſenſe,) or their bodies, (for fome 
readings have it r,) in the ſtreet of the great 


city; 1. e. in Bohemia, one ſtreet of the Papal domi- 
nions, or the great city Rome, in a large ſenſc. For 
I find, that towards the end of the fifteenth century the 
witneſſes were in a manner wholly extindt. For q Co- 


menius 
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menius tells us, that about the year 146) the Walden 
ſes in Auſtria and Moravia had complied ſo far as to 
diſſemble their religion, andi turn to Popery in profeſs 


ſion and outward compliance. The Taborites in che- 
mean time, upon their-refuſing to do ſo, were ſo du. 


ſtroyed; that it was much that ſeventy of them could 


get together, to conſult about continuing their Church, 


and about finding out ſome; qualified perſon to be their 
miniſter; for they had none left, A. D. 1465. And ſo 


low was the Church of Chriſt then, that when the hid- 
den remains of the Taborites, (who were called Spe>: 
culani from their lurking in dens and caves,) ſent out 
four men, (as the ſame author relates in another book, ) 


to travel one through Greece and the Eaſt, another 


to Ruſſia and the North, a third to Thrace, Bulgaria, 

and the neighbouring places, and a fourth to Aſia; Pa- 
leſtine, and Egypt: they did all indeed ſafely return 
to their brethren, but with this ſorrowful news; that 


they found no Church of Chriſt that was pute, or free 
from the groſſeſt errors, ſuperſtition, and idolatry. This 


was in the year 1497. And when they ſent two of 


their number two years afterwards, vi. Luke Prage 


and Thomas German, to go into Italy, France, and 


other places, to ſce if there were any of the Old Wal- 
denſes left alive, they returned with the ſame melancholy 


news as the former had done, that they could neither 


find nor hear of any remaining; only they were inform- 
ed of the martyrdom of Savanarolla, (who ſuffered in 
the year 1498,) and they were told of ſome few remains 
of the Piemontois that were ſcattered and hid among 
the Alps, but no body knew where. Now a few years 
after this, even the few remains of the Taborites were 
found out and perſecuted, hardly any eſeaping; ſo that 
A. C. 15 10, ſix ſuffered together publicly, and the 
year following, that famous martyr Andreas Paliwka, 
who I think was the laſſ of tliat period. From whoſe 


death, in the end of the year 151, or beginning of 
Arn n t bo fry eb 
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1512, to the dawning of the Reformation by the firſt 
preaching of Carolaſtadius and Zuinglius, (who ap- 
peared at leaſt a year before Luther, as Hottinger 
and others tell us,) there was only about three years 
and a half, which anſwers as near. as can be to the 
three days and a half of the unburied ſtate of the wit- 
neſſes. So that the Spirit's entering into the witneſ- 
ſes, v. 11, began with the year 15416, if not the year 
before, 2 this appeared Fas, remarkably when 
Luther oppoſed the Pope publiely, A. D. 1517. They 
were not only enlivened, but, to explain the words of 

2 v. 11. a little further, they roſe up upon their 
cet, A. D. 1529 when ſo many princes and free ci- 

ties in Germany proteſted fold the edit of Worms 


2 


and Spire, and ſo, got the name of Proteſtants, They 


heard a voice from Heaven, ſaying, v. 12. Aſcend 
hither, i. e. to power and peace; when Maurice of 
Saxony beat the Emperor 7 FEA A. D. 1552. And 
accordingly they did after that aſcend to the heaven of 
honour, reſt, and ſecurity, as if they had been waft- 
ed up by a cloud, and that in the ſight even of their 
enemies; hen the Proteſtant religion was eſtabliſhed 

and legally ſettled and allowed of in che year 1555. 

which was continued and confirmed by Maximilian and 
Rulolph afterwards. In whoſe days the Church began 


to be ſettled in ſeveral other countries, viz, in England, 


Scotland, Denmark, Swedeland, Switzerland, and the 
Low countries. Now it is obſervable, that in this pe- 
riod of time, when the witnefles finiſhed their teſti- 
mony, or were about to do ſo, the Turks took Con- 
ſantinople, A. D. 1553, which I take to be deſigned 
by the carthquake that deſtroyed the tenth part of the 
Roman dominions, v. 13; for the Grecian. empire 
was reduced before that from being the third part of 
that empire to be the tenth part only. So that Ma- 
homet's prevailing over the Greek Church, and the 
Popes conqueſts over the Weſtern Chriſtians was much 
about a time, and therefore faid to he in the ſame hour 
or period of time, i. e. before the Sixth Trumpei end. 
2 t Hiſt. Reform. vol. i. 
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| ed, and before the Seventh began: for the Sixth 
Trumpet is the hour of the Turkiſh wo. And indeed 
their triumph was much of the fame kind alfo. For as 
the Papiſts triumphed only over the dead bodies of rhe 
+ witnefles, i. e. over the Calixtines, who were no long- 
er living witneſſes, the Taborites being all gone, and 
having overcome their enemies by their blood and the 


word of their teſtimony ; ſo the turkiſh triumph was 


only over ſeven thouſand names of men, J. e. over the 
remaining Eaſtern Chriſtians, who were ſo degenera- 
ted in all reſpects, that they were only names or ſha- 
dos of true Chriſtians, "Only whereas the Grecians 
did yet own themſelves to be the ſame in profeſſion 
with their anceſtors, and-fo were the ſame with them 
as to name, the Calixtines were even debarred that 
. . Fs dre bens 
I Thefe things being therefore confidered, which I 

could eafily enlarge upon, were I not confined at this 
time; I think it is abundantly plain, that the great 
laughter of the witneſſes muſt have been preciſely at 
the time I have mentioned. For it could not be till 

Antichriſt was at his bigheſt pitch of power and gran- 

deur, Which was not before this time, And it was 
not poſſible that it ſhould be after the ſeventh, Trum- 


tek. rl 


-the worſhippers of the Beaſt. And therefore we find, 
chap. xi. 14, 15, &c. that as ſoon as the witneſſes a- 
roſe, the ſecond wo ended, and the third commenced 
in the begun exaltation of the ſaints and ſervants of 
God. Andi it is to me altogether inconceivable, that 
the witneſſes ſhould be riſen and the Antichriſtian in- 


tereſt deeline, and yet that the witneſſes ſhould be 
entirely cut off during ſuch a period. $0, that I am ai 


almoſt bold, on this head (though I am reſolved to 
propoſe” my apocalyptical thoughts only by way of 


_ probable conjecture) to affirm that it is impoſlible, mo · 
rally ſpeaking, that the witneſſes càn ever be ſa entirely 
| Hain as they have been before, whatever particular 
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det ſounded, and the Vials began to be poured out; ui 
ecing” the witneſſes were not only riſen then, but Þ 
were the inſtruments of this laſt and greateſt wo to 


[i 38]? 
and provincial perſecutions they may be under for a 
time, and whatever formidable appearances there may 
be againſt the Proteſtant intereſt every where. A- 
gainſt this aſſertion I can foreſee no objection of mo- 
ment, excepting one; and this is, That, ſeeing the 
uitneſſes are faid to propheſy all the 1260 days of the 
: | Beaſt's reign in ſackcloth, and to be flain only when 
e || they have finiſhed their teſtimony, v. 3, 7. it ſeems 
. therefore | very ſtrange to ſay, that they ſhall be 
. | {lain during the time of their 1260 days or years pro- 
s || phecy, and ſo long before the end of them. To 
n {| which I anſwer, That in the zd verſe there are two 
m things ſpoken of, with reſpect to the oppoſcrs of Anti- 
at Ichriſt. Che fr/ is, That they are called witneſſes or 
I nartyrs againſt the abominations of that enemy; and 
I che /econd. is, That they are ſaid to preach or propheſy 
his Yagainſt that intereſt., Now, it is only in the ſecond 
eat Iſenſe that they are ſpoken of in relation to the whole 
"at 126 days. So that though the =gopirua, or witneſ5- 
tilt bearing of the ſaints continue, in a large and general _ 
enſe for 1260 years, and that for the moſt part in 
ſackcloth, becauſe of the conſtant troubles they meet 
vith' from that reſtleſs enemy; yet their re, or 
witneſs-bearing by martyrdom or ſufferings, in a ſtrict 


ut; "wow 
but and proper ſenſe, relates only to the time of their lo-, 
5 to And obſcure ſtate during the rage of the Papiſts, be- 

ind, Tore the ſounding of the Seventh Trumpet. Now, it 


| s not ſaid, though perhaps this was never taken no- 
aced ice of before, that the witneſſes were killed after 
s of heir whole prophecy or preaching was over, or after 
that ſhe 1260 days were run out, but only, That after 
n in- Peir pegrog.n, or teſtimony for Chriſt by ſuffering 
d be as over, that then, I fay, they were univerſally - 
[am ſain and cut off, v. 7. Now, though there have 
ed to ſleen many perſecutions ſince the Reformation and the 
ray ofpunding. of the-Seventh Trumpet, yet they were ne- 
e, mo · r univerſal ones; beſides, that the difference is great 
tirely tween the witneſſes before and ſince that time in 
ticularpbis reſpect : For, ſince Luther's appearing, our reli- 
andſſon has been eee in ſeveral e 1 

N c 2 gan 


* 


* 


Xi 36 i 
and authorized by law, in oppolltion to Popery, which 


it never was before. But to proceed, 
The Seventh Trumpet | ſounds, chap. xi. 14, xc. 
immediately upon the end of the Sixth, f. e. upon the 
riſing of the witneſſes: Now, as the xiiich and xivth 
chapters are but further repreſentations of the ſtate w | 
affairs under the Six Trumpets preceding, relati | 
the condition both of the Church and Antichri bod 
party: So the xvth and xvith chapters are preliminary 
to the period of the ſeven vials being poured out up- 
on the Papacy and its dominions ; of Which viſiens 1 
have a great many things to ſay, but I muſt eurbmy- 
ſelf now, leſt Þ prove too tedious. I ſhall, therefore, 
only put you in mind of what I hinted before, That 
mn Seventh Trumpet comprehends the Seven Vials ; 
or theſe are hut the parts of it, which gradually de- 
roy the Papal intereſt, which had increaſed under 
the former Trumpets. As therefore this period brings 
in Reformation, and, by various ſteps, makes the 
* kingdoms of the world,“ which before were un- 
der Antichriſt, to change ſo far and ſo wonderfully as 
to become the kingdoms of God and Chriſt,”? chap. 
Xi. 14, &c; ſo, after a general but glorious account 
of the tate of the Church from the Reformation, 
chap. xiv. and a general account of the Vials to be 
. poured out on the Popiſs party during the fame pe- 
riod, chap. xv. we have a diftinct account of the pour- 
ing out of theſe ſeven Vials, chap. xvi. in obedience to 
the great voice out of the temple, v. 1. which is 
but a repetition of the ſounding of the Seventh Trum- 
pet, chap. xi. 14. under a new repreſentation of it. 

The third and laſt Septenary, therefore, is that of 
the Vials, or laſt plagues and jydgments upon Rome 
Papal; which, as far as I can, I ſhall explain, by a 
diſtinct account of ſuch of them as I reckon to be ful 
filled, and by ſome few conjectures upon the remain- 
ing onet. 

Bat, before I proceed to the particular conſidera. 
tion of theſe, there are two things which 1 would 
8 The jir/ i is, That, as the Trumpets did rail 

; Re? ; 


- Antichrit-upj"and the Vials muſt poll him down, ſo 
there is a wonderful relation that the laſt bear to the 
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former, eſpeeially the four firſt ones. For the firſt 
Trumpet and firſt Vial bring judgments on the earth, 
the ſecond Trumpet and Vial on the ſea, the third 


Trumpet and Via on the rivers, and the fourth Trum- 


pet and Vial'on the ſun. The ſecond is this, That, 

ſeeing the Vials do ſuppoſe a ſtruggle and war between 

the Popiſh and e parties, every Vial is to be 

looked u 1 as the event and concluſion of ſome new 
atrac 


periodi * of that firſt party upon this other, 
the iflue of which proves at length favourable to the 


latter againſt the former; which, ſeeing it is the moſt 


noble-and remarkable part of the period that the Vial 
relates to, is therefore that which denominates the pe- 
riod itſelf, even as the conqueſt of Pompey by Cæſar, 
and of Antony by Avguſtus, ſuppoſe their wars before, 
and give the denomination to their governments, 
Theſe-things being premiſed, I now proceed. 

The fr/e Vial, which fell upon the earth, to the 


tormenting of the ſubjects of the Beaſt, chap. XVi. 2. 


doth denote God's judgments upon the foundation of 
the Papal power; the earth being that on which we 
walk and build our houſes, and out of whoſe womb 
we are maintained: So that by this I underitand the 


 - Popiſh clergy, and the Papal dominions and revenues, 


as they are npheld by them. This therefore began 


with the Reformation, and continued until the time 
that the Popiſh factors and trumpery were thrown out 


of as many countries of Europe as embraced the Re- 
formation. And we. may cafily conceive what a mor- 
tification this was to that party, when the pretended 
ſanctity of their prieſts, monks, and nuns, was found 
to be mere cheat, and their miracles nothing elſe but 
lies or legerdemain; and when their tales of purgato- 
ry were expoſed to public contempt, and their par- 


dns and indulgences would ſell no longer: and conſe- 


quently when the Pope, and his red-hatted and mitred 


_ officers ſaw themſelves driven out of ſo great a part of 


their dominions, their ſeminaries for breeding their 
e — 


\ 


motely ſoldiers of all-denominations and orders pulled 1 


down, and ſo much of their yearly revenues loſt; 


whence they are ſaid to fall under a'noiſome and grie- 
vous , ulcer or ſore, being this way pained and 
vexed inwardly, and rendered contemptible to the 
whole world, that looked upon them as no better than 
vermin and the plagues of mankind. So that this 
Vial began with the riſe of Zuinglius and Luther, and 
the other reformers, in the year 1516 and 1517, and 


continued to the year 1566, 4. e. about forty years: 


For, againſt that time, all the Reformed Churches 


were ſettled, and had publiſhed their Creeds and Cou- 
feſſions againſt Rome, in oppoſition to the determina- 
tions of the Popifh Council of Trent, publiſhed A. D. 
1563, and the creed of Pope Pius IV. which added 
twelve Antichriſtian articles to the twelve primitive 
Chriſtian ones, which was put out 4. D. 1564. , | 
The Fourth Vial, v. 3. muſt therefore begin where 
the other ended, as to the period of time that com- 
mences from thence. New I find, that in the year 
1566, the wars between the king of Spain and the 
States of the Netherlands began, when the latter got 
the nickname of Gee. And though: the Spaniards. 
were often victorious at firſt, yet they were at length 
forced to declare them free ſtates. ' It was then that 
the /ea-became blood to the Romaniſts, their yataries- 
being miſcrably defeated in their expectations. For, 


after their cruelties under the Duke of Alva in the Lo 


Countries, and their maſſacres of the Proteſtants in 
France and other places, the ſcene was changed very 
quickly; ſo that A. D. 1588, the Spaniards loſt their 
vaſt Armado, and did ever after decline in their power. 
And the Duke of Guiſe, the inveterate enemy of the 
Proteſtants, was killed the fame year. And, A. D. 
1598, died Philip II. of Spain, being eaten up of lice; 
the edict of Nantz being given out the ſame year, in 
France, in favour of the Proteſtants. So that as the 
reformed intereſt was in peace every where, and con- 
quered in Holland and England ; the Popiſh party, on 
the other hand, ſaw Spain, the late terror of the Pro- 
CD | 3 teſtants, 
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teſtants, brought to a languiſhing condition, and all 
their allies weary of wars and perſecutions. And, as 
in the year 1609, the truce was made between the 
Soak and the Dutch, fo the war, though renew- 
<d and carried on afterwards, became languid and 
faint, ſo as hardly to be felt or minded by either par- 
ty, eſpecially the Dutch, who were for the moſt part 
victorious and ſucceſsful. So that, as the period of 
this Vial began A. D. 1566, fo we may reckon it con- 
tinued about fifty years, viz. to the year 1617, ſeeing 
we ſhall find that the third Vial did begin then. For, 
The Third Vial, ver. 4, 5, 6, 7, was poured our 
upon the“ Rivers and fountains of water,“ or thoſe 
territories of the Papacy which were as neceſſary to ir 
as rivers and fountains are to a country, being as it 
were the former Vial continued as to the kind of the 
plague. * For, as the former deſtroyed the © living 
creatures,“ or living ſouls that were in or upon the 
_ fea, viz. the Spaniards, the great mariners of the world 


_ - _ at that time, as to their marine power, who, after the 


year 1588, loſt their former ſovereignty of the ſeas, to 
the Engliſh and Dutch; fo this latter plague makes it 
difficult for the Popith party to ſubſiſt and keep their 


_ © ground, even in the inland country, and ſeveral do- 


minions of GiFmany, and the neighbouring places. 
For, in the year 1617, Ferdinand being forced upon 
the Bohemians by the Emperor Matthias, and crowned 
king, the foundation of new quarrels was laid this 
Way. For, a little while after, another moſt bloody 
religious war enſued, which ſhook all the empire, and 
frightened Europe. And, though the Proteſtants loſt 
Bohemia, the palatinate in part, and were driven out of 
"Moravia, Auſtria, and Sileſia at this time, and were 
not only perſecuted in many places, but like to be ex- 
tirpated and rooted out univerſally, yet the tide turn- 
ed all on a ſudden. For, after the Emperor had ruled 
Germany with a veteran army for a conſiderable time, 
© Guſtavus Adolphus enters Germany, in the year 1630, 
and conquers every where. And, tho” he was killed a- 
bout two years after, yet his army continued hh 2c: 
W 5 [a 
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until at length all things were accammodated at-the 
Peace of. Munſter, A. D. 1640, with which therefore the 
period of the third Vial muſt be ſuppoſed to end, Which 


conſiſts of | thirty-one years. Now, as this began with 
perſecutions againſt and cruelties upon the Praceſtants, 
Jo at length the angel of the waters is heard to give 
thanks, 2 making the Papiſts drink of their on blood 
at laſt; which ſong of praiſe another angel falls in 
with, and ſays Amen to: All which ſeems to denote 
the joy both of the Proteſtant ſtate and church, upon 
the ſucceſs of the Swediſh arms againſt the emperor. 

3 . comes 9 to NN And 
as this is po out upon the Sun of the Papal king- 
dom, v. 4. ſo the ellen | 2 

or burned with fire, which yet does not make them 


turn to God, but blaſpheme his name the more, as we 


may {ce v. 9. Now as this Vial muſt begin where the 
other ends, viz. at or a little after the year 1648, fo 
I cannot ſee but it muſt denote the wars that followed 
the peace of Munſter, with other incidental occur- 


rences. Now we find that the French hoſtilites and 


wars in Flanders began about this time. And though 
this fire ſeemed to, be quenched by the Pyrenean peace, 


about ten years after that of Munſter, yet this proved 
rather fuel to the flame, which brokeout with more 


violence than before, by the ſeizure of Lorain, the 


new conqueſts of the French in Bprgpngy and Flanders, 
and the wars upon Germany, and invaſion on the Low 


Countries. To which we may add, the French kings. 
quarrels with ſeveral Popes about the reſtitution of 
Caſtro, the rights of the Duke of Modena, the affair 
of Corſi, and about the regale and the franchiſes. Now 
ſeeing the N towns and cities was chiefly 
made uſe of in theſe latter wars, we may ſee how pro- 
perly the ſcorching or burning men from above, as if 
the ſun had ſent down fire and heat from his own body, 

is made uſe of to characterize the time of this Vial. 
But the chief thing to be taken notice of here is, that 


the ſan and other luminaries of heaven are the em- 


blem of princes and kingdoms, as we took notice be- 
| ; 5 5 before. 
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before. Therefore the pouring dut of this Vial: on | 
the ſun muſt denote the humiliation of fome -emi« 1 
nent potentates of the Romiſh intereſt, whoſe influenee I 
and. eduntenanee cheriſh and ſupport the Papal cauſe, : 
And theſe, therefore, muſt be principally ood n 1 
of rhe; Houſes of Auſtria and Bourbon; though not ek“ XK 
cluſively of other Popiſh princes. Now, it is not un- { 


uſual with God to make his enemies cruſh and weaken _ 
one another. And thus; I ſuppoſe, this Vial is to be unn | 
derſtood;'when it is ſaid; that upon the pouring of it out 1 
on the ſun, power was given to him, . e. the ſun ; 
(as moſt underſtand the words from the connexion,) to e 
; ſcorch inen with fire. And this is plain in what of the | 
Vial is fulfilled, and will be perhaps more ſo afterwards, 
As therefore France Was made uſe of, in the inſtances 4 
givey; to vex and ſcorchithe Auſtrian Family, in both - — -* 
branches of it : 80 afterwards was he himſelf rorment.  -. 
ed, When he ſaw himſelf obliged to leave Holland, which © © 
he Was ſo-near furprifing, A. D. 1672 and eſpecially ß 
| when he as forced to reſign all his conqueſts in Fla. 
ders by the late peace of Reyſwick, It is true, he | 

ſeems now to have! got more glory than ever, by the ee 

acceſhan of bis gtandſon to the Spaniſh: monarchy; ß | 
I But'then this is by an eelipſe upon the Auſtrian Family, N 
Iich is expired in the firſt branch of it“ And who. 
|| knows but this advancement may lay the foundation of 
; the ruin or/deeay of the French power, by exbauſting 
B that kiugdom, both as to men and money, in defence 
F of a weak monarchy ? In the mean time, we ſee this 
! Vial has already taken place, in darkening the glory” 
: of King James, (whom the Papiſts expected new con- 
f 


queſts-from;) by the hand of King William; by whom 
alſo God: put a ſtop to the career of the French mo- 
narch in his conqutſts in Flanders and on the Rhine. 
And we ſee it further poured qut, in che eclipſe of the 
5 Auſtrian Family by the loſs of Spain and its dependent 

t principalities, as allo in defeating the wicked deſigns of 

\ che chree confederate monarchs of Poland, Denmark, 

I and Ruſſia. 8 R ö * 94 
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Aud KIT ag have a ont kg tine: we' 


are in at preſent; it is time alſo to put a ſtop to our 
apocalyptical thoughts; ſeeing, no man can pretend, 


upon any juſt grounds, to caleu ate future times. How- 


ever, ſeeing I have come ſo far; I ſhall adventure to 
preſent you further with ſome conjectural thoughts on 
this head; for I am far from tlie preſumption of ſome 
men, to give them any higher character. 


Now, my conjedures ſhall relate to iwo hs 


2 [to the remaining part of this Vial: aud to ron _ 


Vials that follow chi. 
And, ½, as to che remainin while of vhs via 5 1 de 


bombiy ſuppoſe chat it will come te its bigheſt pitch, 
about A. D. 171%, and that it will run out about the 


year 1794. The reaſons for the firſt eonjecture are 


two: The firſt is, becauſe I find that the Papal king - 
dom got a conſiderable acceſſion to its power upon the 
Roman Weſtern Empire's being deſtroyed, A. D. 475, 
to which the Heruli ſucceeded rhe year following, and 
_ the: Oftro-Goths afterwards. Now, if from t 1 re. 


markable year we begin the calculation of che 1260 
years,” they lead us down to A. P. 1735, which in 
pfophetical account is chis very year 1717. The 


s, becauſe (as'T have many years'ago! ober ved) | this 
55 wo leads us down to a new centenary revolution: 


or it is obſervable, that John Huſs and Jerom ot 


Prague, (to run chis up no further, ) were burned, A. 


D. 1417. After which the true rehgion in Bohemia, 


and other places; was more and more obſcured and 

ſuppreſſed, until that famous year 1517, when Luther 
aroſe, and gave the Reformation à new reſurrection; 
æàccording to that remarkable prediction of Jerom of 
Prague, Centum annis revolatis Deo reſpondebitis & mibi ; 


which the Bohemians afterwards ſtamped upon their 


coin as their motto. From which year the reformed 
.._ Intereſt did (till increaſe (whatever particular ſtops and 
troubles it met with) till: the year 1617; about which 


time the German and Bohemian wars began to break 


+ ont. And it is but too obvious, what an ebb hath fol- 
lowed ſince that time to this, notwithſtanding the pour- 


ing 
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| ing out of the ſerond, third, and. ca, Niels. Sa * 


that there is ground to "hope, chat about the begiuning 


of another ſuch century, things may a ain alter for 206 
the better; For I cannot but hope that ſome new mor- 


tification of the chief lupporters of . Antichriſt, will then 
happen; and perhaps the French monarchy may be- 


gin ro be conſiderabiy humbled about that time: That 
whereas the preſent French king takes the Sun far his 


emblem, and this for his. motto, Nec puribus impar, 


he may at length, or rather his ſucceſſors, and the mo- 


WIEN itſelf (at leaſt before che year 1794) be forced 
£9, acknowledge, that, in reſpect to the neighbouring 5 


5 werner he 18 even. fingulis impar. 


But as to the. expiration, of this Vial, 1 46. : wag it 
will not be until the year 1794. The reaſon of which 
conjecture is this that I find the Pope got a. new 


foundation of exa tation, when Juſtinian, upon his con- 


queſt of kaly, left it in a great meaſure to, the Pope's 
management, being willing to eclipſe his own authori- 
ty, to advance that of this haughry Prelate. Now this 
being in the year 552, this, by the addition of the 
1260 years, reaches down to the year, 18113 which, 
according. to prophetical account, is the year 1794 ”. 
1 then I do ſuppoſe the fourth Vial will end, . 
the fifth commence, by a new martification of the Pa- 
acy, after this Vial has laſted 148 years: which in- 
eed is long, in compariſon with the former Vials; 
but if it be conſidered in relation to the fourth, fifth, 
and ſixth Trumpets, it is but ſhort, ſceing the fourth | 


laſted 400 reats, che fifth 302, and 7215 on 393- 
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e BY THE PURLISHBR. 

In ealculating the difference betwixt the prophetic 10 ſyderea l 
year, (ſee p. 13.) our author reckons the latter, according to the groſs, 
utation, to be only 365 days, no regarding, as he ſays, the 
ſmaller meaſures of time. But the && is, that a complete annual. 
revolution of * exceeds that abe by 2 hours and 

utes; a, 11 r bein $, 6 hours, an ut 10 mi- 
1 Ta Sy N Ls a mall be a difference of about 


281 days, of Whey one whole year; ſo that the great event, pre- 
58 our auchpr, will fall out one year ſooner than by his cal- 
2 vg 4 1 che year 7997 A * it . Wee | 
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venture no further, in giving you an 75 more conjectural 
= upon this preſent period of time. Bal ſeeing 
retend to give 1 ſpeculations, of what is future, 
de did character thati gueſſes, I ſhall ſtill venture 
to add ſomething to what 1 have already laid, There- 


fore be pleaſed, Firſt, to call-to:mind, what [-premifed to 


_ the consideration of che Seven Vials, as the 2d preli- 
minary, Vz. That feeing the Vials do all of them ſup- 


poſe 2 ſtruggle or war between the Popiſti and reform- 


ed parties; every Vial is to be SA on as the e- 
vent and- concluſion of ſome new Ferodtest *zttack of 
n firſt party upon this other; the iſſue of Which 

Iroves at length fayourable to the lattet againſt the 

mer. For if this be duly conſidered,” it will let us 
ſiee, that great declining of the Proteſtant intereſt for 
ſome time, and great ud formidable ad dance and new 
degrees of increaſe in the Romiſh party, are very con- 
ſiſtent wirk che ſtate of both* theſe oppaſite intereſts un. 
der the Vials. For; as Rome Pagan Was gradually 
reined under the Seals, under many of '"whichit ſeem- 


ed to increaſe io outward obſervation, auch to become 
more rampant than before, when yet it was indeed de- 
clining 3 q ſo muſt we ſuppoſe it will be with Rome Pa- 


pal. For monarchies as they riſe gradually and inſen- 
fbly, ſo do they weir out fo likewiſe, "Andherefote 


ve muſt not encerrain-ſuck chimerical notions of the 


fall of the Papaey, as if it were” to be accompliſhed 
ſpeedlily or miraculouſly, as many have done. For as 
it roſe iaſenſibly and ſtep by ſtep; ſo it muſt fall in like 
manner. But to illuſtrare this further, as to What of 
the Vials is yet unfulfilled; by what is paſt; let us look 


back on the Two preceding, Vials. Ihe ſecond Vial 


_ © therefore, began, With . formidable. attack upon 
_ Proteſtants, = the. grow of the ka ki family, ſrom 
the year 1566, to the year 1588; during all-which 
ns the Val ſeemed rather to be poured” put or the 
roteſtants. than Papiſts. But as there miſt be a War, 
to. denote na victory, ſo, it was in this gase. 80, that 
the. Vial wa ſeen} at laſt in its effects upon the:Auſtrian 
1 from A. D. 1 yy to * 159%, and , 70 
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1617. For it is with the church, as it is with particu⸗ 
lar Chriſtians, who are often forely buffeted by Satan, 
aud ſometimes brought even to extremeties by tempta= . 
tions, but do eyer carry the victory at laſt. Whg 
would hade believed that the Chriſtiau church was = 
bodt to triumph over the Roman Pagan empire, When 
the dreadful perfection under Digclefian and his col- 
legiate emperors wie at its higheſt picch? Byt the 
darkeſt time of the fight uffiers in the dawning of the 
church's day, in the ofual way of God's providence © 
over the fame. And this is very conſpicuouſſy to be 
ober ved in the period of the third Vial. Who would 
Have thought that the loſs of Botemia, and the Em- 
peror Ferdinand's rüling all Germany with a formid- 
able army, were like to iſſue in the viftories of the Swe- 
diſh arms, and the future ſecurity of the Proteſtant in, 
tereſt through the empire and elſewhere? So that we 


* 


muſt not wonder, if for 16 years the houſe of Bout- | 
n. bon be raiſed up to be a further terror and ſcourge to | 1 
ly the” world,” aud to Proteſtant nations particulatly— 2 


r 


m. Aud, 48 4 confirmation of this <onjefture, let it be - | 
he. | conſidered, in the /econd place, (beſides: what I hinted - < | 
le- before on this head) chat it is. ſomething very extraordig 3 
A- nary, and peculiar in ſome ſenſe to this Vial, that the 


ſun, open which it is poured out, ſhould yer be made 
re ff - 1 of the ſadgment of it on others, at the 
* me time chat he is tormented witk it himſelf. 80 
ed | rhatWhofover ie genoted by the ſun here (as I ſuppoſe 
# || rhe fuſe of Bobrbon prificipally is) is made uſe of, as 
le the devil is, both to torment others, and to be tor- 
of wenteg himſelf in ſo doing. And if the King of France 
ok therefore be denoted By this principally, I fear he is yet 
ial } tobe made uſe of, in the hand of God, as Nebucha- 
he nezzar was of old apainſt the Jews, viz. as a further 
om: | ſevere ſcoutge to the Proteſtant charches every where. 
ch | And beſides this charaeriltical mark, which ſeems ro 
the fotb6d@ his further exaltation and our humiliation; 
ar, there is yet a Third thing, tliat I cannot but think upon . 
hat J with dread and trembling of heart, viz. that it is für- 
ian ther ſaid, that while this ſun of the Popiſh, world is 
0 running his fatal and dreadful career, and ſcorching 
JJ ea men 
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' In well doing, as to a faithfu 
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men wich * Fs ſo far * bettered FR 
cheſe judgments, that they go on more and more to 
blaſphems the name of God, who has power over theſe = 
plagues. And while this continues to be the ſtate. of 
the Proteſtant. world, and while Atheiſm, Deiſm, 80, 
Cinianiſm, irreligion, profaneneſs, ſcepticiſm, formali- 
„ hatred of godlineſs, and a bitter perſecating ſpiric 

continue and increaſe among us; what can we expect 
but new, and deſolating jadgments? For, while we 
continue to walk thus contrary to God, we cannot but 


; expect: that he ſhould walk contrary to us alſo. It is 


in vain for us to boaſt of our privileges, or plead, en- 
emption from judgments on this account; for where 


| there is 00 national reformation and repentance, na- 


tional fins are like to draw down. miſeries upon us, ſa 
much the ſooner and more certainly, that we have 
deen ſo ſingularly and peculiarly privileged. For we 
may in this caſe expect that God will fay to us, as 10 
the Iſraelites of old, “ You have I ſpecially known 


% 4 and choſen above all the families or nations of the 


ii earth, therefore vill I puniſh you more certainly and 
© more ſeyerely. than any other kingdom or nation . t 
And therefore if we go an in fin, as we haye hitherta, 
done, let us take heed to ourſclves, leſt vengeance be 


ntar. I pray God 1 may be miſtaken in my fears. 


But I am afraid I have but to juſt reaſon to turn pro- 
phbet here, by applyjag to our: elves, what Peter ſaid 
tothoſe of his time, The time is come, ae Judg- 


ment muſt begin at the houſe of God“. Of Though, 


.F do alſo conclude with him, Thar if it begin at us 
dreadful will be the end of our enemies at laſt... vg 
. if the righteous ſearcely be ſaved, where ſhall the un- 
godly appear? Wherefore if we be called to ſuffer for 
Hur holy religion, let us do ſo according to the wi 
of God, committing the kee ing of our ſouls to, him, 
Pes Creator. And I wiſh 
my conjecture be not found to be more than a mere. 
gueſs, that for about 16 years our Romiſh enemies 
may! prevail. more and more. ene Maur * tbeſe 


x n * we 
{= Ain i 2. - 1 B f * Feb. ir. 15 4% wy | 


$3 7755 ' f ; 


* 
FIT) 9 ** 1 


- J . 
- 


i * 


th 47 MT: TY 
Au be ten SIR out or ſthortbued, we can i- 


br oh — of, from the future carriage of the re- 
formed Nurches, under the circumſtances they may 


be ſtated afterwards. If any ſay, that theſe are me- . 


ancholy conje&tures, I muſt teil them I cannot help 
the matter; for T muſt follow the thread of the text, 
and the aſpect of the times. If they aſk, But when 


will the tide turn for the Proteſtant church J anſwer, 


When they turn more univerfally to God, and no ſoon- 


er. But if they enquire further, W hether the fun of 


the 'Popiſh kingdom is not to be eclipſed himſelf at 


length! ? 1 will poſitively aſſert he will; elſe this Via! 
were not a judgment upon him and the Romiſh party. 


But if yet again the queſtion be, When this is to fall 
out, and how? 1 muſt tell you, that I have nothing 
further to add to what I have ſaid, as to the time. 
But as to the manner, how this is to be done, our text 


does lay a foundation of forme more diſtinct thoughts. 
. Therefore, in the urth and laſt place, we may juſtly 
 fuppole, that the French monarchy, after it has 


Teorched others, will-irſelf confume by doing ſo; its 


5 fire, and that which is the feuel that maintains it, walt- 
ing inſenfibly, tilt it de exhauſted at laſt towards the 
end of this century, as the Spanifh monarchy did be- 


fore, towards the end of the ſixteenth age. And if 
we do now heartily and unanimouſly enter upon a war 


_ "againſt France, with the affiſtance of allies, and be but 


vigorous and faithful in the profecution of it, ſecuring 
the ſource of money and treaſure in the heart of Ame- 
rica, and bringing the war into the bowels of a nation, 
where a young monarch is hardly eſtabliſhed—I fay, 


if we'dothis, without loſing our opportunities, our 


peace and fecurny may yet be lengthened out.— 
Whereas if we ſuffer ourſelves to be lulled afleep at 
chis time, we may have eauſe to lament our not having 
—— our ſeaſon. But feeing' I am not called to 
give my advice one way or other, I ſhall leave the de- 
termination of ſach weighty matters to the wiſdom of 


national councils. However, as my duty is to pray 


for direction unto theſe; ſo I earneſtly wiſh that there 
may be Lewes} to de the regular and Waun 1 
| . 


2 


peace does 


_ 


ET 


due of public matters in this evitical. 8 upod 
the wiſe i wy et: of which our future ſtability and 
much depend. And now after all chis, 

1 deſire ye may conſult a book 1 formerly publiſhed, 
called be Rod on thei Sgvord, or the preſent. Dilemma of 
theſe Nations. For ye will there ſee more fully my 
thoughts of our times; and how the moral reaſons gi- 
ven there, taken from the aſpect of our age, though 


- preachedin, 1692, and publiſhed tbe year following, do 


exactly agree with my preſent apocalyprical thaughts. 
One thing only 1 ſhall further take notice of here; 
upon the occaſion of the King of Spain's death; that 
God ſeems to mark. out great things. ſometimes by very 
minute ones, ſuch as names, 4. g. as the Spaniſh 
monarchy began with Charles V. a+ to the Auſtrian 
family, ſo it has now expired in one of the ſame game: 
Which 1 the rather obſerve, becauſe of may inſtances 
| of the ſame , kind, Of which number take theſe lol. 
lowing :—Dirius the Mede, as Daniel calls him (tho? 
- Nenophon' calls him Cyaxares) the uncle of Cyrus, was 


the firſt Medo Perſian monarch, after the deſtruction 
— - the Babylonian ;/ and Darius Codomannus was the 


| Ptolemeus Lagi began the Egyptian kingdom 
afier Alexander's death; and Ptolemeus: Dionyſius 
was the laſt of that race. Auguſtus fixen the Roman 
empire; and it ended in Auguſtulus. Ihe eaſtern Ro- 
man empire was erected by .Conſtantine the Great; 

and expired with Conſtantine Paleologus, The Scots 
race came into England in a James, and has gone out 
again in another of that name. And whether Willi- 
am, the third King of England of that name, as yell 
as the third William, Prince of Orange, be likely to 
be the laſt both theſe ways, is left to future time to 
unriddle. Only l pray that God may long preſerve 


him, and us by him: And may he live to be a further | 


ſcourge to France, and a terror to Romaniſts. 


But. ſecond to proceed wich my other conjectures rela- 


ting to the remaining Vials: I do further ſuppoſe, that 
The Fifth Vial, ver. 10. 11. which is to be poured 
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more immediately belong to, and depend upon the Ro- 
man dee; that, I ſay, this Judgment will probably _ 
begin about the year 1794, and expire about A. C. 1848. 
So that the duration of it upon this ſuppoſition, will 
be for the ſpace of 54 years. For I do ſuppoſe, that ſee. 
ing the Pope received the title of Supreme Biſhop no 
ſooner than Ann.606, he cannot be ſuppoſed to have any 
Vial poured upon his Seat immediately ſo as to ruin his 
authority-ſo ſignally as this judgment muſt be ſuppo- 
ſed to do, until the year 1848, which is the date of 
1260 years in prophetical account, when they are rec. 


koned from Ann, 606. Bur yet we are not to imagine 


that this Vial will totally deſtroy the Papacy; tho' it 
will exceedingly weaken it; for we find this ſtill in be- 
ing and alive, when the next Vial is poured out.” ' 
Ihe Sixth Vial; ver. 12. &c. will be poured out up- 
on the Mahometan- Antichriſt, as the former on the Pa- 
pacy. And ſeeing the ſixth Trumpet brought the Turks 
from beyond Euphrates, from croſſing which river they 
date their riſe, - this ſixth Vialdries up their waves, an 

exhauſts. their power, as the means and way to pre- 
pare and diſpoſe the eaſtern kings and kingdoms to 
renounce their heatheniſh and Mahometan errors, in 
order to their receiving and imbracing Chriſtianity.— 
For I think this is the native import of the text, and 
not that the Jews are to be underſtood under this de- 
nomination of the Kings of the Eaſt; which is ſuch an 
odd ſtraining of it to ſerve a turn, as I cannot admit 
of. Now ſeeing this Vial is to deſtroy the Turks, 

we hear of three unclean ſpirits like frogs or toads, 
that were ſent out by Satan, and the remains of the poli- 
ty and church of Rome, called the Beaſt and the Falſe 


Prophet, in order to inſinuate upon the caitern nations, 


upon their deſerting Mahometiſm, to fall in with their 
idolatrous and ſpurious Chriſtianity, rather than with 
the true reformed doctrine. And theſe mefſengers thall 
be ſo ſucceſsful, as to draw theſe eaſtern kings and 

their ſubjects, and with them the greiteſt pat of man- 

kind, to take part with them, So that by the aſſiſt- 
ance of theſe their agents and Miſſionaries they ſhall 
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engage the. whole World, in ſome manner, to join with 
them in rooting out the ſaints. And here in a paren- 
theſis Chriſt gives a watchword to his ſervants to be 
upon their guard in this hour of trial, ver. 15. But 
when the Pope has got himſelf at the head of this vaſt 
army, and has brought them to the place of battle, 
Called Armageddon (i. e. the place where there will be 
a moſt diaboſical cunning, and powerful conſpiracy a- 
gainſt Chriſt's followers ;) then immediately doth the 
ſeventh Angel pour out his Vial, to their ruin and de. 
ſtruction r ˙»· 


I! be Seventh Vial therefore being poured out on the 
Air, ver. 17. brings down thunder, lightning, hail, 
and ſtorms; which, together with a terrible earthquake, 
_ deſtroys all the antichriſtian nations, and particularly 
' Rome, or myſtical Babylon. And as Chrilk concluded 
his ſufferings on the croſs with this voice, It is finiſh- | 
cad,“ ſo the church's ſufferings are concluded with a 
voice out of the temple of heaven, and from the throne of | 
God and Chriſt there, ſaying, It is done.“ And there- 
fore with this doth the ' bleſſed Millennium of Chriſt's 
ſpiritual reign. on earth begin; of which, and What 
may be ſuppoſed to follow, we took ſome notice a- 
.. RG ..“. ]˙ pa et 
No ſeeing theſe two Vials are, as it were, one con- 
| tinued, the firſt running into the ſecond, and the ſecond 
completing the firſt; the one giving us an account of 
the Beaſt's preparations for warring againſt the ſaints, 
and the other ſhewing the event of the whole; there 
is no need td give you. any gonjectures about the con- 
cluſion of the ſixth Vial, or the beginning of the laſt ; 
only you may obſerve, that the firſt of theſe will proba- 
bly take up moſt of the time berween the year 1848, 
and the year 2000; becanſe ſuch long meſſages and 
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Hould be totally deſtroyed between 1848, and 1900, 
we may juſtly aſſign 70 or 80 years longer to the end 
of the 6th ſeal, and about 20 or 3o at moſt to the laſt. 
Now how great and remarkable this laſt deſtruction of 
the Papal antichriſt will be, we may gueſs by that re- 
preſentation of it, ch, xiv. 19. 26. where it is ſet forth 
under the emblem and character of the great wine-preſs 
of rhe wrath of God, which can refer to nothing pro- 


perly but the event of the ſeventh Vial, as I might ſhew 


at large had I time) now this wine-preſs is ſaid to be 
trodden without the city (viz. of Jeruſalem- or the 
church, ſeeing this is called the city, in ſcripture ſtile, 


as Rome is called the great city) in Armageddon, Rev. 
Xvi. 16, which may bear alluſion to the valley of deei- 


ſion, Joel iii. 2, 12, 14. However the greatneſs of 


this ſlaughter appears in this, that che blood is repre- 
ſented to flow in ſuch a current as to reach even to 


the horſe bridles, viz. of the ſervants of God employ- 


ed in this execution: for without doubt this relates 
to what we have, chap. xix, 14. which I beſeech you 


to compare with this place. For you will find, that a 
large account is given of the fall of Babylon, chap. 
Xviii.” and of the triumph of the Church upon her fi- 
nal victory over this enemy, chap. xix. i. &c. And, 
among other things ſpoken ot relating to the battle 
and victory obtained at Armageddon, you have this 
account of the general and his victorious army, ver. 
11, &. And I ſaw heaven opened, and behold, 


a white horſe, and he that ſat on him was galled Faith- 


ful and True —and he was clothed with a veſture dipt 
in blood, and his name is called the Word of God. — 
And the armies which were in heaven followed him 
upon white horſes, And he treaded the wine-preſs of 


the fierceneſs and wrath of God. And I ſaw the Beaſt 
and the Kings of the earth and their armies gathered 


together, to fight with him that fat on the horſe, and 


againſt his army. And the Beaſt and the Falſe Pro- 
phet were taken; and both were caſt alive into a lake 


of ſire burning with brimſtone. And the remnant were 


Alain wich the fword of bim that "fat upon the horſe, 


e which 


} 
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which ſword proceeded out of his mouth: and all the 
fowls were filled with their fleſh.” — And now, to re- 
turn to the / repreſentation of this laughter, by the 
wine-preſs. of blood, chap. xiv. 20. it is tarther ſaid 
of it, that it flowed to the heighth of the horſe bridles, 
for the ſpace or extent of 1600 furlongs. So that 
Armageddon ſcems to be denoted here, in the extent 
of it, as the field of battle, which is now turned uto 

a field of blood. Now, what place can we imagine 
to de ſo properly meant by this as the territory of the 
ſee of Rome in Italy, which, (as Mr joſeph Mede, 
who firſt, made this obſervation, ſays,) from the city 
of Rome to the furthermoſt mouth of the river Po and 
the marſhes of Verona, is extended the ſpace of 200 

2 Italian miles, that is exactly 3 600 furlongs; the Ita - 

| lun mile conſiſting of eight furſongs. Now the He- 

| brew word, Armageddon or Harmageddon, may be 

_ juſtly derived from man, which ſignifies both a ma- 

| lediction or anathema, and a deſtruction or ſlaughter, 

=» and 1%, or more fully, 02 which ſignifies an ar- 

| my or their army. 80 that both the anathemas dart- 
ed againſt the ſaints by the Romaniſts, and their ar- 
mies made uſe of againſt them, (all which proceeded 
from Rome Papal,) may be here alluded to, in the 
expiration of both their eccleſiaſtical and temporal in- 
tereſt. So that this conjecture upon the name does 
confirm that other of Mr Mede, that the Stata Della 
Cbieſa, or the territory and poſſeſſion of Italy belong- 
ing to the ſee of Rome, is the place called Armaged- 
don, where the final deſtruction of Anticriſtianiſm will 


. 


And now, my friends, I have fulſilled my promiſe 

to you, in giving yd not only a reſolution of the. 

grand apocalyptical queſtion, when the Papacy began, 

and when we may ſuppoſe it will end; but ſome con · 

- fiderable improvement of it, with reſpect to the know - 

/ ledge not only of times paſt, but that particular period 

we are now under, together with conjectures, (and 
ſome of them I am ſure new and uncommon,) about 

future time. By all which 1 hope I have given wr 

35 | 1 wor 


. | 
world ſuch a key to unlock all the chambers of the 
book of rhe Revelation, as I hope I may venture to 
fay (if conſidered and uſed impartially, judiciouſſy, 
and diligently) will be found to give ſome new 
light to us in our mental journey through the mazes 
and turoings and dark paſſages thereof. And had 
I got been ſo. confined, as ye may ſee I have been, 4  - 
might have cleared a great many other dark things in 
this. propheſy... But, ſeeing I could not negle& this 
opportunity of preſcnting theſe thoughts to the world 
as a new- year and new ages gift at once; I do there- 
fore hope, ye will che more eaſily excuſe what may 
ſeem dark or defective in this diſcourſe ; as conſidering 
how much I am ſtraitened,, not only as to the limits of 
: paper that I muſt keep toy, but of time alſo. 

Now, ſeeing I have already given you a theoretical 
improvement of the queſtion I have prefented you with 
a reſolution of; all that remains is to bring you from 
ſpeculations and notions to practice; that your thoughts 
may be ſo ſeaſoned with a ſerious and deep ſenſe of 
your duty and intereſt, that ye may get advantage 
both by the peruſal of my preceding apocalyptical me- 
ditations, and the following diſcourſes: That after ye 
have conſidered the duty of improving your time, 
(which, together with ſome other things 1 am now to 
treat of,) ye may make application to yourſclves of 
what I have ſaid concerning God's dwelling with men 
upon earth, ſo as ye yourſelves may become temples 
of the living God; ſeeing God hath promiſed. this pri- 
vilege to all true Chriſtians, ſaying, ** I will dwell in 
them and walk in them, and I will be their God and 
they ſhall be my people,“ 2 Cor. vi. 16. And when 
ye have thus applied to yourſelves the firſt of the fol- 
3 diſcourſes, I hope ye will not reckon it loſt time 
to conſider what I have ſaid as to the miniſterial work, 
eſpecially the application, as to that part of it, at leaſt, 
which does immediately relate to you and all Chriſtians, 
as well as miniſters ; that this way ye may learn to join 
in with Chriſt's ordinances for the future with greater 
ſeriouſneſs, and, in order to further good than perhaps 
any of us have yet attained to do. And when ye have 
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improved this way alſo by the Pera of che ſecond 
diſcourſe, let me deſire you to read the laſt concluding 
one, with ſerious meditation, in order to ſee the con- 
nexion and deſign of the whole *. And having thus 


conſidered this an ꝗ the following diſcourſes, I am willing 


ye think as meanly of both me and them as ye pleaſe, 


upon condition that ye may this way value the hol. 


Seriptures more. For, as my deſign in all my perform- 
ances of this kind 1s to dig my materials from the fruit- 
ful and rich mines of this divine depoſitum and ſacred 
treaſure; ſo I have no other end thau to lead you there 


alſo, that you may be more and more inriched with 
the ſaving knowledge of the truth as it is in Jeſus. 
In order to this therefore, | 

Let me; in the ſecond place, ſuggeſt wellig bers, 
by way of practical improvement of what I have ſaid 
above, eſpecially as to that part of our diſcourſe which 
T was laſt upon, relating to the apocalyptical times and 
periods, with the tranſactions of the ſame, in as far as 
they concern us. And what I have to fay here I ſhall 
_ * propoſe by way of obſervations, which may be of ſome 
-uſe, I hope, both to regulate our thoughts and actions, 
While we live in this world, in relation to the concerns 
-of the Church of Gd. 

The fir? obſervation i is, Thar it 85 ;uſtly be owl 
6 upon as an eminent confirmation of the truth of 
Chriſtianity, that ſo wonderful an account ſhould be 
given of the tranſactions of the world, ſo long before 


they come to paſs. 


The verity of our holy ben i is proved from two 


— things principally, viz. . miracles and prophely ; and 


both theſe arguments have been excellently improved 
by learned men. But yet, as the firſt of theſe was per- 
"5 the principal and moſt convincing topic to thoſe 
that n in our e * ; in 1 Tobk 8 the 
ſecond 
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mi men on the carth,” and that on the *, Miniſterial 'Work.” Theſe — | 


have long been reputed for their excellence, but they are now become exceeding 
ſcarce. J. Ogle, however, has it in contemplation to publiſh them, provided a 
- ſufficient number of ſubſcribers are obtained. Thoſe who incline to have ſuch a 
valuable work will pleaſe ſend in their names without delay to 0 ſhop, Paxlis- 
- ment "Clair, Iman the work = be put to the * 
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ſecond to be the moſt conſiderable to thole that live in 


after ages. Nay we find that Chriſt himfelf did not 
lay the foundation of the belief of his miſſion on mira- 
cles alone, but ſeemed: to build the faith of his diſ- 


ciples chiefly on the Old Teſtament propheſies; as he 


did to the two diſciples going to Emaus, Luke xxiv. 


27. &c. And, I ſuppoſe, it is too plain to need: any 
proof, that the apoſtles did ever inſiſt upon the pro- 


pheſies of the Old Teſtament, more than either upon 
Chriſt's miracles or their own, in order thence to de- 


monſtrate that Chriſt was the Meſſias. For © the teſti- 


mony of Jeſus is the Spirit of propheſy,” Rev. xix, 


10. i. e. (as I underſtand the words,) the Spirit of pro- 
pheſy is the great e. evidence and teſtimony of 
the divinity of Chriſt, an 


| of the verity of his word. 
And therefore, (as the angel argues with John,) he 
only is to be worſhipped who is truly God, and who 
inſpires his ſervants with the gift of knowing things to 
c 7 C8 OT TY | 

lt bas, therefore, been the work of learned men in 


all ages, to prove, that Chriſt. was the true Meſſias, 


and comes vant © that his inſtitution of religion was - 
y ſhewing, how punctually the Old 


truly divine; 
Teſtament propheſies were fulfilled in him. But I am 
much miſtaken, if an impartial conſiderer of the New 
Teſtament propheſics may not find ſome things that do 
almoſt as plainly characteriſe ſeveral latter events, as 
the ancient propheſies did the former. And of this, 
let what I have faid of the ſixth · and ſeventh Seal, and 
fifth and fixth Trumpet, and of the ſlaughter of the 
witnefles, be taken as inſtances. Or if this will not 
be allowed, let it be conſidered, that we ſce the full 


completion of the Old Teſtament propheſies relating 
to the erection of Chriſtianity, whereas we ſee not. 


the entire fulfilling of the apocalyptical ones.  There- 


fore, we muſt make allowance for the different repre- 


ſentation of the one and the other of theſe. For they 


only that ſhall live after the great battle of Arm ged- 


don is over, can fee the exact fulfilling of this propeſy 


in the deſtruction of Antichriſt, with the ſame ac van- 
tage they ſee alſo the fulfilling of Daniel's viſions with 
| tra. | A 
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reſpect to the coming of the Meſſiah and his death. 


We, therefore, now have no more advantage, as to 
time, in explaining and underſtanding this latter event, 


than the Jews had as to the firſt, who lived in the 


days of the Maccabees, while Daniel's weeks of years 


were running out, And I queſtion if they then did un- 
derſtand the periods of time they were under, more 


clearly, if at all fo diſtinckly, as we do the times that 
have paſt over the Chriſtian Church, and that part of 


time we are now under. Therefore, I ſay, we have 


great reaſon to thank God, that ſo much of this book 
is already made ſo clear to us, as to prove confirming 
thus far to our faith. For whatever differences have 
been among the moſt eminent interpreters of this book, 


as to particular calculations and accommodations of 


things: Vet, they have all of them agreed in the main 


foundations of the interpretation thereof, which I have 


built upon, (excepting Grotius and Hammond, whoſe 
hypotheſis has had few followers, and will have few- 
er,) as Dr Creſſener has irrefragably proved in his 
book, entitled, a Demonſtration of the Hir - Principles 


of the Proteſtant applications of the apocalypſe. So that 


there are two things almoſt equally ſtrange to me, that 


the Jews ſhould own the verity of the Old Teſtament 
and particularly of Daniel's propheſy, and not ſee that 
the Meſſiahs is come; and that the Papiſts ſhould be- 
lieve the divinity of the New Teſtament, and particu- 
larly of the Revelation, and not fee that their Church 


is Antichriſtian. But while I admire the wilful ſtupi- 


diry of both theſe parties, I cannot but admire alſo 


the wiſdom of God in making uſe of both theſe in his 
providence to confirm to us the verity of Chriſtianity, 
in propheſying both of the one and the other ſo long 


before, and in continuing them to this day as ſtanding 
monuments of the divinity both of the Old and New 
Teſtament, But beſides this, there is | 


= — 
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A ſecond obſervation that may be & great uſe to us 


tis way alſo, is that this book repreſents to us, as it a 
ſſmmall but exact map, the ſteadineſs and exactneſs of 


Proyidence, and Chriſt's government of the word. 
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Pao here we ſee the various aud ſcemingly confuſed - 


9 events of providence ſo exactly methodized, as to make 

t, up one uniform and noble piece. The ſeemin bY ! 

Cc cords and jarring ſounds of things, being ſo, diſpoſed 

Ss by infinite! wiſdom, as to make up one perfect har- 

* mony. Here piety and wickedne(5, angels and devils, 

ec the Church and Antichriſt, a&yarious and contrary | 
© i parts; and yet-Chriſt makes uſe of all for noblepurpoſes, * 
f | and carries all on for one great eng. | 
© | And now, as in other reſpects, fo in this; we may 

k | take notice of the perfection of the holy. Scripture; 

g | that What is wanting in hiſtory is made up in propheſy, 

8 whieh, in ſome ſenſe, is hiſtory alſo. For if hiſtory, 

2 in the general notion of it, be an account or relation 

f of the actions of men in the world,--propbeſy.is no leſs 

1 a Ipecies of this than that to which the name is moſt 

4 commonly appropriated, For as that is a relation of 

e things paſt, propheſy is an account of things to come. 7 

Fo Now as Daniel makes up the hiatus or defect of the 


o hiſtory of the Old Teſtament, ſo the Revelation of John 8 
7 ſupplies that of the New, by leading us down from be 


it Chriſt's firſt to his ſecond coming. . 0 
t And here let me obſerve, that theſe two books give | 
IC us the exact plan of a divine hiſtory, which has never 

It | yet been followed out. The only eſſay towards ſome. 
„ding of this kind that I know of, was given by a near 8 
2 and dear friend of mine . For though there have been 5 
h many eccleſiaſtical as well as civil hiſtories written, yet * 
4 none of theſe run in the ſtrain of Scripture-hiſtory, | 
O' | whereall matters of fact ought to be related not ſo much | 
15 in a reference to men as in relation to God and his | 
2 providence in governing the world. | 

8 A third obſervation is this, That we may now, af- 

8 ter what [ have ſaid, attain to a diſtinct view of what 

W part of this propheſy is paſt, and what remains yet to 

« be ſulfilled. ' Br Ea 

4 . 1 . 0 i , "vs , ” ; . 

91 .n My father, in his third part of the Fulblling of Scripture, called 


Scripture-Truth confirmed a 


- 


y nd cleared, by ſome eminent appearances 
pr | of God for his Church under the New Teſtawent. | | 


$020" 34-4 | 
| Of this I ſhall 5 nothing directly at this time; ſee · 
| | jng the preceding ſcheme I have given of the apocalyp- 

| tical periods may, I humbly hope, afford you a ſuffi- 
| | "cient thread to regulate and fix your thoughts and me- 
ö 4 g ditations in relation to this ſubject. Only I ſhall hint 


ſome things to you, that are deducible from what I 


have already ſaid this way. 


1 Ĩ berefore, t, let me adviſe you not to ſuffer your- 
1 {elves to be deluded with the ſpecious or confident pre- 
a ; tences of ſome men, when they go about to im- 
1 poſe not only upon themſelves but upon the world, by 
their notions relating to the ſudden coming of Chriſt 

| to judge the world, or to the ſpeedy deſtruction of the 
© | Papacy. I love to expoſe no man's weakneſſes, and I 
| perfectly abhor the way that of late is become modiſh, 

1 25 cds rip up and publiſh perſonal failings. And, there- 
| ; fore, I ſhall neither trample upon the graves: of the 


dead, nor affront the living; as remembering that we 
do all know in part and propheſy in part only. But, 


without detracting from others, I do in faithfulnefs and 
q love defire ye may not ſuffer yourſelves to be impoſed | 
vpon by a vain imagination that the end of things is ſa ' P 
near, as ſome both of old and of late have pretended 1 
do foreſee. For, from the ſcheme I have given you, I.“ 


ye may eaſily ſee,” that there are many and great events 
to fall out before the final fall of Amichriſtianifm, and Ea. 
more before the conſummation of all things. - 
And, ſecond, as I would. not have you to ſuffer your 
hope to carry you too far, ſo neither your fear. For 
as the warm imagination of ſome men has repreſented el 
to them the fall of Antichriſt and the day of judgment 4 
fo near, that theſe muſt happen in their times; ſo the 1 


melancholy and fear of others has ſo far wrought upon in 
| them, that they bave fancied the great laughter of the |” 
' witneſſes is yer to come. And of both theſe ſorts of lere 


men this obſervation will be found generally to be true, 
N Ihbat thoſe over whoſe reaſon fancy and imagination has wo 
* the aſcendanr, (whether it be an airy or ſprightly, or I. ..7 
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a a dull and melancholy one,) have {till limited great e- It r 
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few years. But I am much miſtaken if I have dot pro 
ved, that the univerſal ſlaughter of the witneſſes is al- 
ready paſt: Though, at the ſame time, I do readily, 
grant that there is juſt ground to fear that we are near 


Flome very trying judgments, of ſome years continu- 


ance; But 1 have faid enough of this above, and there- 
fore ſhall add no more here. rt} 

But, third, ſeeing I have touched but ſlightly upon 
he Millennium, or the thouſand years reign of the 
ſaints on earth, I ſhall defire you to think a little 
further on this, as the greateſt event that is to happen 
before the end of the World 
I dare not indeed expatiate upon this vaſt ſubject; 
only I ſhall ſuggeſt a few things concerning it. The 
r/t is, that this is to begin immediately after the total 
and final deſtruction of Rome Papal, in or about the 
rear 2000; and that, therefore, Chriſt himſelf will have 


The honour of deſtroying that formidable enemy by a 


ew and remarkable appearance of himſelf, as I ſaid 
Above. But, ſecond, we muſt; not imagine that this 


os ppearaner of Chriſt will be & perſonal one, no more 
1 han his appearance in the deſtruction of the Jews by 
i eſpaſian and Titus was ſuch: Eor © the heavens mult 
2 Tetain him until the great and laſt day of the conſum- 
4 ation or reſtitution of all things,” Acts iii. 214 Third, 
ant [et we mult have a care of confounding this millenary 
Peaceful ſtate of the Church with the day of judg- 
ra ient:: Seeing nothing is mote plainly diſtinguiſhed than 
ro heſe are in the aoth chapter of the Revelation; where 
mog f is told us, That after the thouſand years are expi- 
5 -d; Satan ſhall be again let looſe, aud men ſhall apoſta- 


ze almoſt univerſally from Chriſt, and make war a- 


he inſt the ſaints; and chat after the deſtruction of thoſe 


nemies, the day of judgmeor ſhall commence. And, 
ierefore,” fourthly, we are not to imagine that the mil- 


ue nary reign of the ſaints ſhall be free fromallmixture 


f hypocriſy and wicked men; or from fin and tr9uble,: 
eing the ſudden and general apoſtacy that follows 
at period is a demonſtration, that all were not Iiracl 


at feigned themſelves ta be of it, and wanted. there - 
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ſeveral years ago IL had-enterrained upon this head. 


| concerning the call of the Jews, and their national 


that this prear erent could not be wholly: left out it 
the Revelation, I did at laſt conclude'that this muſt nc 


mem might happen, ) until che final deſtruction of the 
- Sends, aud bloody temper, is the chief thing that pr 
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ly n dpporniniiy: to ſhake off the Church's 
>Nay, che expiration. of that period ſhews, that 
long peace and proſperity mult have corrupted the 


Church itfeif; elſe it cannot be conceived to be conſiſt· 


ent with the equity and goodneſs of God to ſuffer 


ber enemies to go ſo near co the total en of 
his own profeſſing people. 


Theſe things I have hinted az bent "4 ten no 


time or room to inſiſt upon them as the ſabje& docs 


require. But I do the mare readily pafs them now, 


| becauſe a * late learned author has Meri conſidered 


them, at leaſt the three laſt of them; wherein he has 
very much confirmed y apocalyptical thoughts, which 


And the fame author has prevented my enquiry 


converfion to Chriſtianity : For, as I took notice be 
_ I could never fall in with the ſtrained:interpreta 
tion of Rey. xvi; 12. as if, by the Kings of the Ealt 


© the Jews were to be underſtood, and that conſeguem 
by their full converſion was to be under the Sixth Vial 
Therefore, after various thoughts upon this head, bc 


ing ſatisſied that the Jews were to be converted, anc 


be, (Whatever particular converſions of ſome part o 


Popiſii party; whoſe idolatry, villanies, dies, and le 


pes Incl againſt Chriſtianity. Sol that 1 did: 
length conclade, that the reſurrection or revival of tb} 


Antient Jewiſh Church, x underſtood by the reſurrec 
tion of the martyrs; chap! x. 4. who being thus ad: 
ed t the true reformet:Chriſtian Ohurob, and makin 
uß one body together wirh the Gentiſe believers, in tb 
fulneſs r ans 
0 them as like "ow Ou ROOT THe AF 
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d ſtate of the Gentile Church;;: ſhall 


<4 Di ty me] of the hag ae "is 


"phrafe and? e en the Epiſtles. © © 90 25 


The fame author, ibid, on the 11th of the Romans, Ol 


3 to the ſame, 


XS 


. reign as 


t 6. 1 
One notion 1 only 1 crave. leave; to 140 to hob: of 
e above-cited author on theſe heads, viz. that I look 


ypon the willenary ſtate, to be the moſt eminent and il- 
luſtrious time of the Chriſtocraty, (4 hope none will 


reject the word, though it be new, ſeeing it is ſo ex- | 
preſſive of the thing.) wherein Chriſt will Tivive,. but - 
in a more ſpiritual and excellent way, the ancient the- 


oeraty of the Jews. For, as under Moſes, and the jud- 


ges and Kings of Judah, God acted as King of the 
5 4 — (or Chriſt rather, in a more peculiar, and imme- 


diate ſenſe, as I may perhaps have an occaſion after- 


warqds to prove to the world,) ſo I do expect, that. af. 
ter God has delivered. his Chriſtian Church from ſpi- - 


ritual Egypt, and deſtroyed his enemies in the Red 


Sea of their own blood; he will once more exert his 


power and authority, and our Bleſſed Redeemer will 
King of bis people, not, indeed, in ſuch a 
pompous Way as among the Jews.of old, (for, John 


ſa no temple in the New Jeruſalem; Rev. xzi. 23.) 


but in a wey adapted to the New Teſtament diſpenſa- 


tion, and more immediately preparative unto, and ty4 


ical of the ſtate or glory, in Ren after dhe Day. of 
adgment is Over. 4 
% And now thay I am upon, this great prophetical er 
vent, I cannot forbear to give you a new conjecture 
upon the laſt numbers of Daniel, For his 0 weeks 
of years,. chap, i ix. ag. are already remarkably clapſcd 
in the incarnation aud death of gur Redeemęr. nd 


the number of 2000-days; chap, vin. are plainly to be 


interpreted of the zime of Antiochus Epiphanes, his 


kc profanatipn, of the fandtuary.: For, as it is reſtricted to 


that ſhort period, a8 is plain any that will attentive - 
ly conſider the Words theimſelves, ves. 9 0, Al, 12, 


43,114 ec ite compared with ver- g, 23 
24, 2526. ; ſo the Spirit of God, by del ning this 


period by ihe title of tw, Ae or à period of even- 
ings-mornings, + & natu ral, days, does plaialy aflare 


b us, that we are not to interpret. theſe days propbeti- 


cally for years, as We are arte do the-go-wedks 


and other numbers, To.rewragtherefora, the laſt 
W numbers 


_— 
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numbers of Daniel; there are two diſtin& periods of 
time, as I take them to be, though all other interpre- 
ters go another way, to be found in his 12th chapter. 
Tbe jr is of a time, times, and a half, or three years 
and a half, ver. 7. i e. 1290 prophetical days, or 
years, as Daniel himſelf has it explained to him, ver. 
11. This, therefore, is the ſame period of time that 
John borrows from Daniel, and accommodates to the 
duration of Rome Papal; excepting, that there is the 
difference of 30 days, or years; only that æra of this 
period in Daniel, is vaſtly different from that of John: 
For, as to the latter, we have ſeen it already; but, as 
to the former, Daniel fixes it at the ſcattering of the 
holy people, or the Jewiſh nation, ver. 7. and at the 
taking away the daily ſacrifice, and the ſetting up of 
the abomination that maketh deſolate; ver. 11. Now, 
our Saviour, who was certainly the beſt expoſitor of 
his own word, explains this abomination! that makerli 
deſolate, and which was to poliute and ruin the ſatic- 
tuary, to be nothing elſe but the idolatrons and deſo. 


lating Roman army; as we ſce by comparing Mat. 


xxiv. 15. with Luke xxi. 20, 2 1. The epocha, there- 
fore, of the time, times, and à half, in Daniel, or 
his 1290 years, muſt be the yrar 70 from the birth of 
our Saviour, when Jeruſalem was taken, if we ſhould 
conſider the beginning df the ſetting up the abomina. 
tion that maketh deſolate. But fecing the era of this 
number is not the beginning” of the cenqueſt of the 
Jews, but the complete ſcattering of that nation, or 
the accompliſhing the ſcattering of the "Dower & the 
Holy people, as the words are, ver. 7. and the full 
ſetting up of the abomination that maketh deſolate, 
ver. 11. Which was not done till Hadrian's time; who 


fully conquered the Jews, and built a city near the» 


ruins of Jeruſalem, Which he called Elia, building, 
at the ſameè time, #temple to Jupiter, on the ground 
where the teinple had food, and engravitig over the 
gate of this new eity the figure of a ſwine, in deriſion 
of the Jews. New this Work was finiſfied in or about 
the year 135. From wWhenuce, the period of 1290 


1 63 ] 
Fears, leads us down to A. C. 1425. which, in pro- 
phetical reckoning, is the year 1407, About which 
time the Papal power was at its utmoſt elevation; for 

after this time the Huſſites, Albigenſes, Wicklifites, 
Waldenſes, Picards, &c. began to fall before the Ro- 
maniſts, until they were, in a manner, totally extirpa · 
ted before another century had well nigh run out. 
Now this diſmal period expires about this time; and 
then there follows the ſecond period of 1335 days or 
years, ver. 12. Which being calculated from the year 
1407, terminates A. D. 2742, i. e. 2722 of propheti- 
cal reckoning: which, therefore, includes the begun 
downfal of the Papacy under the ſeven Vials; and 
the final accompliſhment thereof afterwards, together 
with the greateſt part of the Millenium, and conſe- 
quently the great converſion of the Jewiſh nation du- 


ing that period. And, perhaps, the begun apoſtacy 
of Jewiſh and Gentile Chriſtians (which is to iſſue in 


an univerſal war againſt the ſaints, upon the expiration 
of the Millenium) may begin about that year 2722. 
And now, that I have come again upon prophetical 
numbers, I ſhall venture to digreſs a little more ſtill, 
in giving you ſome further illuſtration of theſe two 
great periods, from the 14th chapter of the Revela- 
tions. Of which, take theſe few. hints at this time. 
In the fr place then, you have a deſcription of 
Chriſt's followers adhering to him, during the reign 
and rage of Antichriſt, from ver. 1. to 5. incluſive : 
which muſt, therefore, reach down from Ann. 606, 
or 758 rather, to Ann. 1517, After which, we have 
the begun revival of the Church of Chriſt repreſented 
in the /econd place, by the teſtimonies of the Three 
Angels, ſucceeding one another. The firſt Angel has 
a commiſſion to preach. the Goſpel purely to all na- 
tions, ver. 6, 7. which muſt, therefore, begin with 
the preaching of Zuinglius and Luther ; and does in- 
clude, I humbly ſuppoſe, the periods of the four firſt 
Vials. The ſecond- Angel follows, ver. 8. and pro- 
claims the fall of Babylon or the Papacy; and muſt, 
therefore, be ſynchronical with the fifth Vial, being 
a pour ed 


them that ſhall be found to do 
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poured out upon the ſeat of the Boaſt, The third An- 
gel glves men warning, that they ſhould not join with 


the: Beuſt, and denounceth ſevere . againſt 
al 0 o, ver. 10% &. 
Which, therefore, relates to the laſt part of the time 


of the ſixth Vial, when the unclean ſpirits go forth to 


inſinuate into the nations, in order to engage them to 
wake war againſt the ſaints, chap. xvi. 13, 14, 15, 16. 
Now, after all theſe things; we have; in the third 
place, a typical or emblematical account of the deli- 
verance of the Church, and of the deſtruction of the 


- bloody perſecuting Autichriſtian party. Therefore, 


we have, Art, the emblem of an harveſt; which 
ſeems immediately to relate to Chriſt's gathering his 
Church into a happy ſtate, ver. 14, 15, 16. And then, 


ſecond, we have the repreſentation of the final deſtruc- 


tion of the Popiſſi party, under the emblem of a+ vin. 


tage: wherein the bloody cluſters of the ſeveral Po- 


piſh fraternities aud communities are to be bruiſed and 
ſqueezed to death in the wine-prefs of God's wrath, 
ver. 17—20. But I have ſpoken already to this great 


period of time above, which iſſues in the bleſſed Mil. 


lennium; and, therefore, I ſhall fay no more to it at 
this time. N t ee N 
Only, there is one thing that falls in my way here, 
which ought not to be paſſed over in ſilence; and that 
is, to what period we are to refer the happy ſtate of 
the New Jeruſalem; ehap. xxi. and of the bleſſed ri- 


ver and tree of life, chap. xxii. For 1 find interpreters 
at a mighty loſs this way, whether theſe relate to the 


Millennium or heaven itſelf, after the Day of Judgment 
is paſt. And, indeed, there are ſome . that ſeem 

inconſiſtent with either of theſe ſtates. For what is 
ſaid of the nations flocking in to this new ſtate, and 


walking in the light of it, and of the Kings of the . 


earth, hat they ſhall bring in their glory and honour 
to the Church, chap. xxi, 24, 25, 26. ſeems not to a- 
gree with the notion che Scripture gives us of the ſtate 

of the glorified in the higher heaven after the reſur- 
rection; but does exactly ſuite with the peaceful beitet | 
ann g e | or 
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the faints, when Jeruſalem, or the Church, ſhall be ex- 
alted above the nations, who ſhall all run into her. 
And yet, upon the other hand, there are things alſo 
that ſeem to be too great even for the blefſed Millen- 
- nium, as we have given the notion of it above. Such 
is the account of the perfection of chis ſtate, that it 
will be exempted from all death, ſorrow, crying, and 
pain, chap. xxi. 4. And yet, as the former expreſ- 
ſions may be adapted to the ſtate of the Church tri- 
-umphant in heaven, in a ſpiritual ſenſe; fo theſe laſt 
expreſſions may be made to ſuit alſo with the ſtate of 
the Church on carth during the Millennium, in a com- 
parative ſenſe,” i. e. if conſidered with reſpect to the 
preceding afflicted condition of Chriſtians. e 
Therefore, ſeeing this laſt glorious ſcene of affairs 
may be interpreted in relation either to the one or o- 
ther of theſe periods, I conclude, that we ought to 
interpret it of both, viz. of the Millennium in à firſt 
ſenſe, and of the future glory of the Church in hea- 
ven, in a ſecond and complete ſenſe. For, as I obſer- 
ved above, that the ſacred propheſies, particularly 
that in the aath chapter of Matthew, and ad chapter 
of the ad Epiſtle to the Theſſalonians, are to be inter- 


reted both in a firſt and ſecond or ultimate ſenſe; ſa 


I do believe, we muſt, of neceſſity, underſtand the ac- 
count of the new heavens and new earth, and of the 
heavenly Jeruſalem in this book. And if this be once 

ſuppoſed, then it will be eaſy to adjuſt the ſeemingly 
different figures uſed by the Holy Spirit in this place 
ſeeing the whole is ſo contrived, that it may corre- 
ſpond both with the millenary ſtate and the future ſtate 


of glory, viz. to the firſt as an emblem and type of the 


latter. So that as the deſtruction of the Jewiſh nation 
and church is given in ſuch words, Mat. xxiv. as to 


become this way an emblem of the final deſtruction of 


the world; ſo, likewiſe,' is the Millennium ſo painted 
and deſcribed, Rev. xxi. as to be deſignedly given as 
a type of the ſtate of the Church triumphant in hea- 
og ode aro EEE? 
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A fourth obſervation, from what I ſaid before, is this 
—That,our reformers did mot raſhiy, but upon ju 
grounds, deſert the Church. of Rome, as Antichriſtian 
and apoſtaticall. N 1.85 E 
For, not to inſiſt, upon prophetical indications of the 
Roman Church being, indeed, the 8 Antichriſt, 
there ate four things that Jay a juſt foundation for all 
Honeſt men's leaving chat intereſt, viz. 1 Groſs 


* 


errors, ſuch as purgatory, human merits and works of 


ſupererogation, indulgences, tranſubſtantiation, &c.— 
Second, Yorrid idolatry, in worſhipping angels, ſaints, 


and canoniſed perſons, together wich Hate ſarues, 
crucifixes, and a conſecrated, wafer, ; Third, The pre- 


tended infallibility of the Roman See, in impoſing up- 


on men's conſciences what they pleaſe, and debarring 
us from reading the Serigres ourſclyes, or mali 

uſe of our own reaſon in the maners of teligion. And; 
fourth, The dreadfol tyranny of that party, ſeen and 
felt both in their inhuman cruelties, perſecutions, maſ- 
ſacres, and Jabolical barbatitics uſed ac inſt all thoſe 
that. differ. from them. For 8 all which 
things, let Cbamierus be conſulted, together with 
Heydegerus de Babylone magna, Turretinus de neceſſaria 
ſecgſſione ab Eccigſia Romans; and beſides innume- 
-rable others, Stillingfleet's late pieces againſt the Ro- 


maniſts, for my time allows me not no to enlarge 
upon any of theſe heads. | 


Only, that I may not leave you without ſome ſpecimen 
of Popery, I ſhall copy out in Engliſh the Iwelve Ar- 
ticles, of the Romiſh Faith, additional to the twelve 
Chriſtian ones, which are contained in the Apoſtles 
Creed, as to the ſum and ſubitance of them. Theſe 
twelre additional articles are contained in the famous 
bull of Pope Pins IV. dated at Rome in the year 1564, 
ia the Ides of November, and the fifth year of his 
e, which is to, be found at the end of the 
printed canons and decrees of the Council of Trent: 
where, after an enumeratipn of the primitive articles, 


beginning with, Credo in unum Deum, &c. I believe in 


one God, &c. he proceeds to charge all men that would 
WA * og. 0 „ 41 9 IR Th! 105 er A075 k : 
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to'the falyation of mankind, though not all o 
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bs Ried, to OW 8 A nd wear unto the following articles 
alſo; anathema 
thus: N 


FM {ft 8 Train, . RP 
Which take in Engliſh thus — 


4. — 


"of 1 15 do alſo (3. e. W with the articles 'of 


the Apoſtles. creed) mo lt firmly admir and embrace the 


ap lea and eccleſiaſtical. tradi itions, and all other : 
obſervations and conſtityrions | of the lame 05 E. the 


Roman) Church. 


II. Ido admit the ſacred Sewn iptures in the ſame ſenſe | 


that holy Mother Church doth; ; whoſe bulifefs it is 
to judge of the true ſenſe and interpretation of them; 
which I will receive and j 178 Fecorgine 1 8 8 un- 
animous conſent of the father. 

III. I do profels and believe, that there 1 en 


ſacramients of the new law, truly and 1 ſo gal- 


led, inſtituted by Jeſus Chrift our Lord, and ez 
them to 
every perſon. Theſe are Baptilm⸗ Confirmation, Eu- 
chariſt, Penance, Extreme Unction, Orders, and Mar- 
riage, which do all of them confer grace. And I do 
belieye that of theſe, ' Baptiſm, Confirmation, and Or- 
ders, may not be repeated without ſacrilege. Ido al- 


ſo receive and admit the received and approved rites 


of the Catholic i. e. Roman) Church, in her ſolems 


adminiſtration of the above aid ſacraments, ... , 
IV. I do receive all and every thing that hath been 
defined and declared by the holy Council of Trent con- 
cerning original fo and juſtification. 
V. I do profeſs, that in the Maſs there is offered to 


God a true, proper, and propitiatory ſacriſice for the 


quick and the dead: And chat 1 in the moſt holy ſacra- 


ment of the euchariſt there is truly, really, and ſub- - 
ſtantially, the body and blood, together with the joul 


and divinity of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; and that there 


is aconver bon made of died, whole ſubſtance of the 1 


iſing 42 that d not Ae. Ter ve” 
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into the body, and of the whole ſubſtance of the wine 
into the blood; which converſion ** Catholic Church 
calls Tranſubſtantiation. 1 

VI. I confeſs that under one kind only, whole and 
e and a true facrament, is taken and re- 
ceived. 

VII. I'do firmly beine that there, is 4 Purgatory, 
and that the ſouls kept priſoners there do receive ww 
by the ſuffrages of the icht. a > 

VIII. I do likewiſe believe, that the Liints reigning 
with Chriſt are to be worſhipped and prayed unto, and 
hat they do offer prayers utito God for us, and that 
their relicts are to be had in veneration. 

IX. ¶ do moſt firmly aſſert, chat the images of Chtit, 
of the leſſed Virgin, the mother of God, and of other 
ſaints, ought. to be had and retained, and that due ho- | 
nour and veneration og in to be Porn 10 them. 

X. I do affirm, that 5 wer of Indulgences was 
left by Chriſt in the Church, and that the ufe of them 
is very beneficial to Chriſtian people. | 
XI. I do acknowledge the holy Catholic And he 
ſtolic Roman Church to be the r and miſtreſs of 
all Churches: And 1 do promiſe and ſwear true obe- 
dience to the Biſhop, of Rome, the ſucceſſor of St Pe- 
ter, on prince of the e and vicar of Jeſus 
Chriſ. 

XII. I do undoubtedly receive and profeſs all other 
things which have been delivered, defined, and decla- 
Fed by the ſacred cauons and occumetiical Councils, and 
eſpecially, by the holy ſynod of Trent; and all things 
_ contrary. thereunto, and all hereſies condemned, re- 
jedted, and anathematized by the Church, I I. do likewiſe 
copfrinn, regs and anathematize. o 85 


Lo! here, my Biende ye have a fair profj68 of Po- 
pety, without any miſrepreſentation, or ſo much as 
comment: For theſe are the words of the creed itſelf, 
Which all Papiſts are obliged to believe and profeſs in 
order to ſalvation; and which all thoſe who enter in- 
to religious orders bas aan ſwear unto. And, 

therefore, 


and God hath remembred her iniquities.“ 
forbid that any temptation ſhould bring any of us back 


. Mol ITS 
therefore, it is plain that theſe things are not looked 


upon by the Church of Rome as diſputable opinions, 


but as fleceſſary articles of faith : And, therefore, let 


the author of % Caſe of the Regale and Pontificate ſee 
how he'can make good the-taft boncluding words of 
his book, which are theſe: Cuncort Romana & Refur. 
matæ Eecigſis Faes, Ec. i. e, The faith of the Roman 


9 


aud Reformed Church doth agret, or is the ſame, &ec. 
For, if theſe things be ſo ſlighr and trivial to him, that 
he can (as the Popiſh Gallican Church doth) ſwallow 
and digeſt all, excepting” the XIth article; he muſt 
pardon others, if they continue in the faith of the Re. 
formed Church, as that which is oppoſite to the Roman 


* 


creed, in ſo many momentous particular. 


$ # 
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Nay, let me add one thing further here as a neceſ. | 


ſary, conſectary or inference from what I have faid- in 


relation to this conſideration we are ftill upon: That, 
as our reformers did juſtly ſeparate from the Romiſi 


Church, ſo we have juſt grounds alſo to continue ſe- 
parated from the Antichriſtian party. oy 

Leet others, under pretence of a dread of what they 
call ſchiſm; run back into Antichriſtian errors and he- 
reſies; let them, if they are ſo diſpoſed, forſake pure 


Chriſtianity, that they may promote the prieſts power, 

and adorn their altars with gold and jewels; and let 
them, in order to inſlave mens conſciences and bodies 
both, ſound a retreat to Babylon again we, I hope, 
know our duty better than to run the riſk of damning 


our ſouls by becoming runnegado's to that bloody and 


1 


wicked party, againſt whoſe abominations' ſo many 


thouſands of our anceſtors witneſſed, under racks and 
torments, and at the ſtake in Smithfield and elſewhere. 


They believed, that what they did and ſuffered was in 


- obedience to the call of God, ſaying, Come out from 
the apoſtate Romiſh Church, my People, that ye be 
not partakers of her ſins, and that ye receive not of 


her plagues; for her ſins have reached unto Heaven, 
And God 
again to that of all impurities and errors, after we 

25 . have 
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have enjoyed the ſunſhine of the goſpel in its. Purity 
and power ſo long. Therefore, ering we know what 
intereſt we are to keep 40, let us be faithful to ic, by 
doing all we can for its ſecurity, eſtabliſhment, and h. 
nour. And if God call us to ſuffer for it, let us a 
zs the former heroes of the Reformation have done be- 
fore us, that Chriſt may be gloriſied, and the a 
edied oy ws, whether it be by doing or eg. by 
life or \DF,QEAD. oo I I Tr 
The 55 and laſt oblervation, tät! ſhall propole to 
your thoughts, as the concluſion. of all [ have fa , Is 
his, That though we are not to live to ſee the great 
d figs] deſtruction of the Papacy, the bleſſed Mille. 
nium, or Chriſt's laſt coming to judge the world; yet 
ſeeing death is the equivalent of all rheſe to us, if we 
be ſo happy as to get into Paradiſe, we ought there. 
fore accordingly. t 18 and improve gur time, that 
we may pertake of the future glory when we go hence. 
I fay, death is the equivalent of all theſe things to 
us, if we be ſo happy as to get into Paradiſe; for 
then we ſhall get the conqueſt over all Antichriſtian 
enemies, and be with Chriſt in a better ſtate than any 
carthly Millennium can be ſuppoſed. to be, waiting un- 
til he come to judge the world and till we appear al- 
ſo with him in glory, having reaſſumed our then glo- 


. 


 -, Improve your time therefore, and all the opportuni» 
es and advantages of it, with your utmoſt diligence 
and ſeriouſneſs, as remembering that ye are dying and 
accoumtable creatures, and that your time is given you 
for * very end, that ye may prepare for a better 
World. bv BY Sat 15332407 oc 


